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1VIINES DEPARTlVIEN'r. 

Administration Report of the Inspector of Mines for the year 1926. 

Council Paper No. 1!r} of 1927. M.P. No. 

hONOURABLE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

4 I hdve the honour to submit, for His Excellency the Governor's information, 
\he following report on the work of the Mines Department for the year 1926 . 
.. 

TBB PETBOLEUM IKDUSmy. 

2. The year under review has been marked by an increase in activity in the 
industry. An energetic dlil1ing programme has been carried out by the majority 
of the Companies in the already proven fields arp:l, in addition, a considerable 
amount of prospecting work has been undertaken in new areas with promising 
results. In this conntction I may mention that the Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., 
recommenced operations at Guayaguayare and the results obtainec have led 

. #~~his Company to embark upon an extensive progranlme for the development of 
~ ~this area. The Trinida.d Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. hds drilled a number 

jf wells in the Palo-Seco-Erin district and obtained a production c,f high grade 
oil. This latter Company has a]so brought into production a wel1 in the Cedros 
district. In addition to the above, towards the close of the year the Trinidad 
Oilfields Operating Co., Ltd., a Company registered in Trinidad, but allied to 
American interests, commenced a very ,lctive drilling programme on private 
lands and at the time of writing has successfully obtained a considerable 
production. 

3. The quantity of oil won during the past year has been the largest yet 
known. there being a steady upward trend sineI:-: the year 1920. The produc don 
was 584,964 barrels more than in 1925. 

j~i 4. There have been no new shipping or refining depots constructed during 
~ period under review. Tht-y remain the same as in my last report, viz. :-

Claxton Bay .... Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd . 
Pointe-a-Pielre 
Brighton 
Point Fortin 

.... Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. 

.... Trinidad Lake Petroleum Co., Ltd. 

.... United British Refineries, Ltd. 

The Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. has made very considerable additions to its 
refining depot at Pointe-a-Pierre by the addition of a Dubb's cracking pldnt fer 
the treatment of fuel oil. At the close of the year it WdS nearly complete and at 
the time of \vriting had just been put into operation. A. very considerable 
extension to the pier of the Trinidad Lake Asphalt OperatIng Co., Ltd. (with 
which is associated the Trinidad Lake PetroleUlTI Co., Ltd.) at Brighton has 
been made. 

5. As \vjll be expected in view of the increased production, the exports of 
petroleum products Lave shown a large increase compared with last year, the 
figures being 139,500,000 gal10ns as against 126,000,000 for the year 1925. 

The value of exports of petroleum products dllring the year under revie\,' 
\vas gre1tly in excess of the value of the products of any other industry and formed 
over 37 per cent. of the total exports of the Colony. The major portion of the 
export trade is in the, form of fuel oil of \vhich a large part is shipped to the 
l\dmiralty under contract. 

kaforbes
Rectangle



4: 

The value of the exports of the leading sta,ples (f the Colony and their relation 
to the total exports is shown in the foHowing Lible ~ 

Faltu Percentage oj 
.£ iotal. 

Petroleum products 1,87I ,851 31'4 

Cocoa 1,270 ,335 25'4 

Sugar, Molasses and Rum I,028,493 20'6 

Asphalt 45I,967 9'0 

Coconuts amI Copra 19 1 ,398 3'8 . 
Other exports not enumerated 19..l,91 I ~'8 

Total domestic exports . . 5,006,955 100 per cent . 

From the above it will be seen that the value of exports of petroleum products 
exceeded that of COCOd, which is the leading industry of the Colony, by over 
half a million sterling. 

6. The following table will show the number of feet drilled and the quantity 
of oil produced during 1926 as compared with the years 1924 and 1925 :-

YEAR ENDED 31ST YEAR ENDED 31S1 YEAR ENDED 31S1' 
DECEMBER, 1924. DECEMBER, 1925· DECEMBER, 1926. 

Feet Oil won Brls. Feet Oil 'lcon Brls. Feet Oil won Brls. 
drilled. of 35 galls. drilled. of 35 galls. drilled. oj 35 galls. 

Crown Lands 97,°39 :2,486,269 105,631 2,877,437 126,339 2,976,227 

Private Lands 54,853 1,570.343 63,522 1,509,070 73,739 1,995.2 43 
--- ---- ----

151,892 4,056,612 169. 153 4.386,507 :zo ',07R 4,971 ,471 

--- ----

7. The total number of Wells drilled in the Colony to 31st December, 1926 f 

is 1,154 of which 739 are on Crown lands. During the year under review 14.7 
new wells were drilled, of which 81 were on Crown Lands and 46 on private lan~, 
an increase of 28 compared with 1925. In 77 of these wells oil was struck. .. 

R The number of Companies engaged in the winning of oil at the close of 
the year WetS 17 as against 19 at the end of 1925. 

9. ROYALTY.-The Royalty collected in respect of oil won from Crown Lands 
shewed a large increase over that during ] 925, the figures being £54,950 3s. 3d. 
comparec1 with £40,099 9s. 4d. during 1925. How rapidly the revenue from this 
source is increlsing win be seen from Appendix D (1). 

10. WAYLEAvEs.-The revenue obtctined fro111 wayleaves in respect of pipe 
Hnes along the Trinidad Government Railway and the public ro,:;,ds of the Colony 
hc1S also shown an incrertse. The d-11l0unts for the years 1925 <Ind 1926 dre as 
follows :-

1925 

1926 

Trinidad Govcrninent Rail~l.-)ay. 

.... £7.736 2s. Gel. 

.... £9.121 11s. 8d. 

Roads. 

£3,165 :2s. 1el . 

£3~704 5s. 7d. 

11. FEEs.-Fees charged for crussing the foreshore, the Railway and the 
public roads amounted to £61. 
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1~~. The following leases and licenses 'were issued during the year 

Six leases over 70.879 acres of Crown L'lnds and 6 J 479 acres of lands the 
surface of which was alienated subsequent to 16th JanuarYJ 1902. 

Two prospecting licenses over 245 acres of Crown Lands and 248 acres 
of land the surface of \\Thich was alienated subsequent to 
16th January, 1902. 

Two exploration licenses over ;-{1,922 acres of Crown Lands. 

1R RETuRNs.-The various returns required to be furnished by the oil 
conlpanies have been regllLlr1y submitted and after being c(lrefully checked 
filed with the records of the department. 

14. INSPECTIONS.-A large number of inspections have been carried out by 
the Officers of the department in connection with the various operations taking 
place on the fields, and I have much pleasure in reporting that on the whole the 
Managers co-operate \vith this department in endeavouring to carry out the 
provisions of the Ordinances and Regulations. 

15. ACCIDENTs.-The accidents which occLi lTed clllring tl e reriod under 
reviev;,.' were with one exception such dS dre nsua]Jy incident to n1ining oper~tiovs 
of this nature and do not call for specjal comment. exception mentioned 
\W1S the \vorst that }-lQS happened in the history of the oil industry of the Colony 
and resuIted from a well of the Petrolcunl Options, Ltd. becoming ignited vvlulst 
it W8S being drilJed in. The lVlanager and f01(r workmen were, I regret to say, 
so b(ldly burnt th:lt tLey succumbed to their jnjuries. Enquiries did not show 
th:lt dny breach of the Boring Regulations hc:d been committed and the Coroner's 
'verdict d.t the inquest held on the deceasecl 'vas- U The dEceased died from heart 
failure as the leslllt of extensive burns occasioned bv .1 fire and that no felony 
was committed." ~ " 

SAN FERNANDO BRANCH OF TIlE DEPART:ttmNT. 

16. The 'vork of this branch of the department continuEd c1uring the 
\vhole of the peliod nnder review. lJp tin tbe middle of the year the \vork \vas 

\ carried on by Messrs. F. M. Ziegler dnd C. A. P. Southwell. The former Officer 
completed Ilis engagement (of three yeclrs duration) In August and :M[. Southwell, 
Governnlent GeologIst, was dppuintecl to sncceed l1im. This Officer's p .. 1st as 
Government Geologist was not filled dtHing the Litter rt of the yeLl} and has 

(lbolished CIS fronl 1st January, 1927. In addition to the routine work of 
this branch~ investig.ttions into various probJems regarding conserv3tion in the 
petro1e11 III industry (:1 re being undertaken as far as tinle and staff permit. 

PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS ORDINANCE, CAP. 157. 

17. During the period under re\·ie\v 92 fctctories in Trinidad and 17 in Tobago 
'were \yorked. A considerable TIVDlber of inspections have been nece~sary to 
en~)llr.:: t11<.lt tlie types of :~afcgu;:,~rd t:cst ::;nitcd to prevent accidents in each 
particular part of the nmchinery are installed. Th.:d gredt care b8s been exercised 
at the inspections is provf'd by the fact that the number of accidents has been 
considerably reduced. 

It ~llso gives nle plectsure to record the close co-operation between the various 
nlanagers with this Department and that it has been only necessary to institute 
prosecu tions on fev,r occasions. 



QUARRIES. 

18. The number of quarries 'worked cll~ring the period under review \vas 82 
as compared with 75 in 1925. From inspections wldch have been made they have 
in most cases, been found to have been worked in d careful manner, but, with few 
exceptions, they (Lre relativeJy l1nimportclnt. 

PETROLEUM ORDINANCE, CAP. 146. 

19. The premises in which the variolls products of petroleunl dre stored have 
been carefully inspected, and it is satisfactory to note that as d nIle great care 
has been taken to ensure safety. 

ASPHALT INDUSTRY ORDINANCE, CAP. 147. 

20. No asphalt has been dug on th2 village lots at La Brea since 1914. 

APPENDICES. 

21. Appendix A shows the list of oil compclnies operating in the Colony during 
the year 1926. 

22. In Appendix B will be found the daily -l veragc number of persons employed 
in oilfields and quarries and the ql1antitY=lnd value of minerals ohtained during 
the period under revie\\r. 

23. A comparative statement of the oil produced, refined and exported 15 
shown in Appendix C. 

24. Appendix D consists of a series of charts depicting in graphical form the 
progress made in various industries during the past few years. 

25. Appendix E shows the relation of Mineral Exports to Agricultural Exports. 

STAFF. 

26. vVith the exception of the change nlentioned in paragraph 16 above 
there has been no change in the personnel of the department. 

I have the greatest pleasure in recording the very able and loyal assist . .J.nce 
I have received from the members of the staff. 

8th lVlarch, 1927. 
A. P. CATHERALL, 

Inspector of .. Uines. 
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APPENDIX A. 

No·1 Compames 

I ITrinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. 

No. e of tenure of lands on which 
operations took place. 

· . ,Crown lands under 
lease. 

Private lands 

Fyzabad, 
Barrackpore, 
Gua yag'la yare. 

... Barrackpore 

Disposal of oil. Remarks. 

Pumped to the Company's The 1argest producin~ Company in the Colony .. Large 
refinery at Pointe-a-Pierre and pu!chases of ~de oll.are made fro~ other Compames and 

. 'refmed at Pomte.a-Plerre. The fIelds at Fyzabad Itnd 
there refmecl. Most of the Barraekpore have been considerably extended. Drilling 
procluction is exported in bulk. has been recommenced at Guayagu80yare and prep80rations 

commenced for an extensive drilling progl'80mme. A Dubb's 
craCking plant has been erected at Pointe.a.Pierre. 

2 IUnited British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. · .• Crown lands underlPoint Fortin, MornelSold to U!lited British Refineriep, 
lease L'Enfer Reserve, Ltd. 

Drilling has bC'cn continued at Point Fortin, Parry 
Lancls, and a small production continues to be 
obtained from the field at Los Bajos. Los Bajos. 

3 ITrinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd. · . ,Crown lands under Tabaquite, Mayaro, IExported 
Private Lands • 'lpoint Fortin 

. 'IWells have been drilled at Tabaquite, Guapo and Rio Claro, 
. production being obtained from the two fonner fields. The 

production from the latter was so small that the whole 
field was abandoned. 

lease Guapo 

4 ITrinidad Lake Petroleum Company. Ltd. • • ,Private lands Brighton 
I 

5 I Petroleum Development Company, Ltd. 

6!APex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. 

· 'ICrown lands under IMorne L'Enfer 
lease I Forest Reserve 

· . ,Crown lands under Fyzabad 
lease and private 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

II 

12 

13 

lands 
· . ,Pri\:ate lands I\GUapO, Rousillac, 

Crown lands under La Brea 
lease 

Trinidad Oilfields, Ltd. 

IlTp.neral Petroleum Company of Trinidad, Ltd. jPri\-ate lands .. jFyzabad, Penal 
San Francique 

Petroleum Development Company,lPrivate lands 

Crown Lands 

Freeholds, Ltd. · . ,Private lands 

Options, Ltcl. · . ,Private lands 

· . I~aparima, Pain 
Seco, Cedros. 

· . ,Palo Seco, Cedros, 
, Guapo 

· .IFvzabad i . 
I 

· .IFyzabad 

Friendship Petroleum Compan~', Ltd'lprivate lands .. !Fyzabad 
Controlled Oilfields, Ltd. . . . . Crown lands under Oropuche 

lease i 
14 jIrinidad Oil Producing and Refining Company, Private lands , .IFyzabad 

Ltd. 
15 Ii Transvaal and Rhodesian Estates, Ltd. . . Privatl· lands Ipointe 
16 Collie's Palo Seco Oilfield .. . . . . Crown lands uncler Palo S('co 

lease I 

.. ,The bulk of the 
exported to the 
of America 

production is\Producing 
United S ta tes 

Sl)ld to Trinidad Lake petroleumlDrilling on Crown oil rights near the Pitch Lal,e 
Company, Ltd. with \'ery satisfactory results. 

Sold to Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. Second largest producing Company in the Colony. 

I 
The production has been largelyincreased cGmpared 
with former years, 

Sold to United British RefinerieS\Development of Persever80nce Estate. Gu80pO. continued 
Ltd. during the whole of the ye80l'. Operations were continued. on 

Crown Lands near Guapo. A satif'factory productIOn 
I was obtained. 

to United British RefineriCslLittle work was done by this Company whose 
J ,tel. properties have now been acquired by the Trinidad 

Leaseholds, Ltd. . 
Sold to Trinicla(l Leasfholds, Ltd,/The Company has carried on drilling operations at 

I Cedros, Palo Seco and Guapo. Production has 
been sHccessfully obtained in the two former 
districts. 

to Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.inuring ilw course of the year the properties of the 
I Company were acquired by the Trinidad Lease
) holds. Ltd. 

to Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd'jProduc('d from two wells. 

to Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd'IDnlled 011(' wdl and produced from three. 
to Triniclad Leaseho1ds, Ltd. Drilling operations have been suspended for some 

I time past and small production has hC'cn ohtainecl 
: from existing wells. 

.. ,Producing 
I 

and sold locally .. 1Proclucing . 
to United British Refineries,ILands formerly held by the Trinidad l ;nit('d Oilfields, 

T .td, Ltd. Twc nt'\\! wells sunk. 

17 jTrinidad Oilfields Operating Company. Ltd .•. IPrivate lands . 'I'Fyzabad, Brighton 
and San FranciqUf I 

I 

to United British Refinl:ries,IThis Company eOll1111eUCeu a very adive drillillg programme 
f ,teL j toward" the end of the year chiefly in new area,.. 

-::a 
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APPENDIX B. 

Daily average number of persons employed in Oilfields and Quarries and the quantity and value or 
minerals obtained during the year ended 31st December, 1926. 

Minerals. 

Oil 

Asphalt 

Privdte Quarries (Limestone, 
Gravel, &c.) 

Government Quarries (Lime-
stone, &c.) 

!Daily average numt)erl 
: of persons employed. 

4,157 : 61 

1,27° 16 

342 137 

350 I 
87 

Total. Quantity. I Approximate 
, value. II< 

"},218 I 4,971,471 Barrels. , £ 1,280,912 
I 

1,:.286 237,300 Tons. 148,312 

497 104,b60 TO'18. 13,36:, 

437 63,292 Tons. 9,609 

* N.B.-The values in this column are those returned by owners and managers, and represent tIlE' 
value at the place of production. 

APPENDIX C. 

Comparative statement of oil produced, refined and exported year by year since the inception of the 
Petroleum Industry in the Colony. 

Year. 

1905 to 31st March, 1910 .. 

1910-191 I 

1911-1912 

1912-1913 

9 months ended December, 1915 

1916 

191 7 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

Production 
in barrels. 

I 
I 

10,541 1 

I 125,1121 

285,3071 

503,6161 
I 

643,516i 
I 

1,050,1121 

67 1,12 51 

9 27,877: 

1,602,312 

. I 
2,082,068

1 

1.841.°47 
I 

2,083•027i 

2,354,16°1 

2,444,752
1 

I 

3.050,8721 

I 
4,056,612; 

-\->386,5°7 

4,971>471 

Quantity of Crude 
oil and refined Quantity of Crude Oil refined 

in barrels. I oil exported in 
barrels. 

Previous to 1912 to 1913 
I 

37,842
1 21Y,5K2 

b I 11,4 .4: 1_2:.2,7_,)4 

35,061; 387,719 
i 

41,4131 348>351 

58,437 408,I8H 

I07,8,;u: 975,qJ. 

505,002 1,079,30 9 

2,106, 3691 1,305.407 

1,149,943/ 
I 

1,406,264 

1.3
95' 487

1 
1,034,907 

1,806,016 1,223,346 

1,820,018/ 1,61 5,740 

2,360,2791 2,43 2 ,470 

3,433,902i 3,224,52 9 
i 

3,790,343! 3,606,60~ 

3,786,876; 3,<)1:)8,3°8 



APPENDIX- D. 

A 

TRINIDAD AND T05AGO. EXPORT5 Of LOCAL PRODUCE. i 

£3 '4°O'000[=I=I=I~r-r-l-t,. ~T-T-r-r-r-llI1-1-1-1-T-T~i~r=-~=-III-I-I-I-~I-I~'~"~'~---'--'-.':..-;~~ ,. - ,,.'j. 

3,200,000 r-------j--i--+--+--+--+--4 ••• 
.l. 

3 ' 000' 000[TT~=~~~-----.-LIIIIITt-t-r-H-+-+-++++-+-+--.-)/~~LJ-1J~", LEGEND. "'~ 
2,800,000 1---+--+---< ASPHALT 

2,600,000 f----I--I---l COCOA COCONUTS AND COPRA... .. PETROLEUM PRODUCTS .. , SUGAR, MOLASSES, RUM 

.. _._._---
--.. --..._.-..; 

A. p, CA THERALL, 

"" " 
, 

I , " , 

" , 2,400,000 r-----1f-----\--l 
14th January, 1927, 

B.se .• M.lnst.M.E .• 

inspector of Mines. 

2 ' 200' 000[I~rl-T-"-i!. -r"-T-It-t-i-tl~i-t--t-+~L+-t--+-+---i----':-t--r-~' -J+~~~-l.~",~.~::.';':I
rc

•
J i

= -IJ 
2'000'OOO [=J[~~-~-r----~-Jj-~-~--t--t--t-~'~~~-i--t--t--r-1--i--t--t--t--~~_~ ___ +~-+II-I~+-~~_~~-1:'i'~' ~~r=~ 1,800,000 t---t- -+--+--+- ' 0., o. r l.78H,3B6 J\. I 



APPENDIX-D. 

B 

TQINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
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3.7 .618 

3.4 ,270 

3.000.000 t 

I 
--~- . 2, 483:,576 

2.078,152 2.34 ,366 
LEGEND. 

TOTAL EXPORTS DOMESTIC PR.ODUCTS 

EXPORT9 PETROLEU]',t PRODUCTS _ 

1, .432 PERCENTAGE EXPORTS PETROLEUM PRODUCTS I 
TO TOT .... L DOMESTIC EXPORTS 1 --

A. P. CATHE RALL. 
B.Sc., M.lnst.M .E .. , 

14th January. 1921. In&pectoro/ Mine •. 
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A.pp~NDIX-n. 

c 
Curve showing the number of Oil Companies that 
have operated annually in the Colony from 1st l:~pril, 

1911, to 31st December, 1926. 
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APPENDIX-D. 

o 
TOTAL ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF CRUDE OIL IN BARRELS. 

One barrel = 35 gallon •• 
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APPENDIX- D. 

E 

Curve showing yearly output of Asphalt from 
the Colony in Tons from 1st April., 1911, to 

31 st December, 1926. 
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A P PENDIX- -D. 

F 

Curve showing comparison of daily average number 
of persons employed in the Oil and Asphalt Industries 

of the Colony from 1st April, 1911. 
to 31 st December, 1926. 
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.A l.>PEN1>IX-D . 

G 

Curve showing yearly total number of feet drilled in 
the Colony from 1st A pril, 1911, 

to 3 1 st December, 1928, 
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H 
Curve showing the yearly total quantity of Mi.nerals 
quarried and a comparison of the daily: average 
number of persons employed in Quarries in the Colony 

from 1st April, 1911, to 31st December, 1926. 
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APPENDIX-D. 

I 

nOYALTY AND WAYLEAVE. 
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APPENDIX-I<]" 

MINERAL EXPORTS 

Petroleum Products 

Asphalt 
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ACRICULTURAL AND OTHER EXPORTS 
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Bucar, Molassea, Rum 

Cocon uta and Copra 
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