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MINES DEPARTMENT. 

----.---

Administration Report of the Inspector of Mines for the 
year 1913-14. 

Council Paper No. 126 of 1914. M.P. No. 4580/1914. 

HONOURABLB COr,ONIAL SECRETARY. 

I ,have the honour to submit for the information of His Excellency the Governor the 
following repf)rt on the wOlk of the Mines Department for the year 1913-14:. 

~ OFFICIAL DUTIES. 

, '. 

2. There was no change in the staff of the Department during the financial year. Mr. Bell 
and Mr. Hahn canied out their work as Inspector and Deputy-Inspector of Mint's respectively, 
in addition to their duties in the Public Works Department, as formerly. In the last Admillis­
tration Report it wars mentioned that the time was approaching when the constitution of the 
Department as a whole would call for complete consideration. During the post year it was 
found that the work of the Department was increasing to such an extent that it was necessary 

,,- that a separate Department should be formed; and arcordingly a scheme was drawn up, sub­
mitted to the Go"ernment and approved by the Secretary of State. In this scheme pr""ision 
was made for the nppointm ent of n paid Inspector of Mines from lst April, 1914-a180 for an 
additional technical officer w hetlevel' it ,\ as found that his servic('s were l'eq uired. Provision 
was also made fOl' th e necessary clerical assistance. 

LEAVE. 
3. Mr. A. P. Catherall, 1st Assistallt Inspector, was on leave (If absence outside the Colony 

frum 21st January to 9th \:iarch, 1914: and :\h, D. Lenagan, Clerk, was (Ill leave of abscnee 
outside the Colony from 9th to 20th July and also from 12th to 26th August, 1913 .. 

4. I'he following was the expen diture :-

Per:solwl Rlilolwllel,t,,:-

Inspector of :\1incs 

Depllty In~pector 

Assistant Itlspect'll's 

Expert Adviser 

Clerical Assistanee 

;\'[essenger 

Othel' Charges:-

Tl'avellil1g Expenses 

Surveys 

Instruments and Appliances 

Con tingencies 

£ 

£ 

Nil. 

Nil. 

630 19 i 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 

~3 0 0 

835 19 7 

14 .. 2 tj 7! 
94 3 7~ 
16 6 3 
69 18 5 

------
Total £ 1,158 13 6 

LEGISLATION. 
5, No legislation in connedion with the Departll1ent was undertaken during the year. 

WORK IJNDER THEl MINES, BORINGS AND QUARRIES ORDINANOES. 
6. l'dANJAK. -- I mentioned in my last report that the Mine at Vistabella had been closed; 

no furt.her work was done by the 'rrinidad Vistabella l\Ianjak Company, and I undel'stand that 
their ('onnection with the Vistabella Estate has ceased. Towards the end of the year the 
Trinidad-Tarollba Oil Development Company, Limited, commenced operations {Ill this estate and 
sank a shaft in which Manjak was struck. Development operations were in progress at the 
close of the year. 

Prospocting WOl'k has been c.ontinued by MI'. J. C. T. Raspass, iVl.LM.E., at Williamsville. 
Three of the shafts which were being worked at the close of last financial year have been 
abandoned, and four new shatts have been or are in the process of being sunk to pI' ospect for 
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the mineral. Shafts were also sunk at Rio Claro bllt proved nnsnc,'essfnl ant) were abandoned. 
The )1ines were inspected regularly, and were found to be satisfaet<>rily wurked ill ace'ldance 
with the [ll'!nisions of tho Ordinance. No accidt'nts WPl'e reported during the year, 

7. PETIWLEUM.-During the past year although somewhat Ie,;, drilling: has been dOfF: on 
priva'e lands I am pleased 10 be able to report that more bas been dune on Crown L'lllds the 
figures being- as under :-

Private lands 
Crown lands 

191~-13. 

3],358 feet 
11,111 .. 

1913-.14. 
".26,546 feet 
... 15,387 ,. 

The actual number of wells drilled was 41 and in 18 of these oil was stru(,k, bringing thn total 
number of wells drilled in the Colony t,) 174 of which G:l are on Crown LlI1ds. I am glad to 
state t hat there has been a marketl increase in production 22.:,)23,060 im perial gallons in 
191:j-H, as against 17,626,56:3 in HH2-1;3. The past year will I lhink prove til hU\'e bcen an 
exceedina\y important one in the history of the Oil Ir1'imtl')' of the Col'Jny as at the tillle of 
writing fh'ree companies of t.he very highest stanrling hure commenced drilling operations on 
Crown Lands, 

8. At the close of the year under review there were eleven Oil C,Hllpanies ;lctivelyengaged 
in the winning of oil, of which three commenced operations during tbe year. 

!). The General Petroleum Properties of Trinidad, I,imited, did no work during the financial 
Ycal'. and the are,18 which thp)' held under J""e1se from lhe CrOWll wpre included in a lease 
L,su~d t.'J t.he Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited. Th is Company has also taken up other 
areas of Crown Lands under lease and has commenced operations ill the }\i"me L'~=llfel' Forlst 
Reserve. A road which was built by the Forest Heserve Oil Company, I;illlited, has been extended 
some two miles, and bungalows and offices hare beol! built. At the time' uf writing drilling 
operations had been commenced and oil struck, 

10. The Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company, Limited have maiuly confined their operations 
to their Union Estate: they have drilled several nl'W wells in which ()il has been struck. 'rheir 
constructional w{,rk has been mainly confined to the various provisions to be made in connec­
tion with water and oil storage, and the extension of the roads. The COIl1!,any have made regular 
shipments of Crude Oil during the year. 

11. The work done by the Trinidad Oilfields. Limited, during the first htdf of the year was 
not as good as it might have been: this was due to the fact that llcgi)tiatiolls were in progress 
regaraing the taking over of their properties by the U I,itcd Briti~h Oilfields of Trinidad, l~imited. 
During August last this company assumed control of the propertirs, and since then work has 
beeli of a m01'1! satisfactory nature though the dt'vel<)ptn~nt work was ralh('r confined to pril'ate 
lands, no great amount having been done on the Crown are 1, 

Large earthen reservoiril for the storage of oil and wat"r have been built, and the light 
railway used for conveying machinery to the field has boon consideritbly extended. A road SOllle 

two to three miles in length is being constructed so as to link up the field with the Southern 
Central Road. 

12. The negotiations which were mentioned in the last report as being in progress betwefm 
the Trinidad Petl'oleum Options, Limited, regarding the issue of it lelSe and the transfer of 
additional areas to them have continued during the whole of the year, and malters llI'e not yet 
finally settled. No work has been done during this period. 

13. No work has been done by the Trinidad Cedros Oil Company either 011 the Crown lands 
held under Prcspecting J""icense or on their pri va.te lands. The Prospecting License has expired 
and the lands have reverted to the Crown. 

14. The Trinidad Oil1 .. eas08, Limited, have taken over the areas belonging to the Guapo 
(Trinidad) Oil Company, Limited, No w()l'k has been done with the exception (If the extraction 
of a small quantity of oil which has been sold locally for fuel purposes. 

15. ]1.11'. r:. C. Stolltneyer has eontinued drilling operatio llS on his Perseverance Estate during 
the yeaI'. A small refinery was erected during the early part of tbe year, and this was replaced 
later oy a. somewhat larger one in which small quantities of petroleum spirit have been j!l'oduced 
and sold locally. The pipe-line from the wells to the shipping place was extended; but apart 
from this little work has been done during the yeiU. 

16. The Prospecting Licenses held by the Trinidad Central Oiltields, Limited, over Crown 
lands in the Munts('l"l'at Ward were re-issnc~rl during the eaLly p;)rt of thc year, alld develop­
ment work has been continued on the same lines as before, small quantities of high grade 
petroleum being produced fr,JIIl the wells. A lurger refinery has been eH~cled and the bulk of 
the crude oil produced has Qeen treated, the petrol and illulllilutiu,',,' uil u.:illg dls"osc,l ,yf locally. 
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APPENDIX C.-List of Mines, Oilfl.elds and Quarries worked during the financial year 1913-14. 

No·1 Name. 

I 
i .. . Mines. 

1 .WilhamsvIlle '" 
2 iHardbargain 
3 iGuayanapa 
4 'Vistabella 
I) Village Lots 
6 La Hi-ea Asphalt Works 
7 New Trinidad Lake 

Company, Limited 
I 

Situation. 

... ,Sava.na Grande 

Lake 

I Oilfield8. 
1 IOil COllcessions of ~Iayaro lUo Claro, 

: (Trinidad), Limited 
2 ;Pel'severance Estate ... Guapo 
3 !Venezuelan Oilfields ]<}xplora. 

i tion Company, Limited ... Banackpore 
-1 ITrinidad flilverstream Oil· , 

I fields, Limited .. ...i01'opuche 
[) IThe Crl1se Syndicate, Lill1itedlGuapo 
6 ITrinidad Leaseholds, LimitedlOroPUChe 
7 iPetroleum Development Coy., 

I Limited ... '''IBrighton 
8 I'frinidad Lake Petroleum 

i Company, Limited "'1" 
I} ilcacos ('l'rinidad) l?e:,elop' 

, ment Company, Lumted ... Jeaeos 

'ij ITrinidad Oilfields, Limited ... Ipoint Fortin 

11 ITrinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd"I'Tabaquite 
12 ITrinidad Oil Leases, LimitedJ;ap·de.Ville 

I 
Q1Hf,rrie.. I 

1 Needham ... ...ISanta Cruz 
2 'IVilla Mar ... IGasparee 
;) Circular road , .. ISan ]'ernando 
4 Mon Repo!! ... 'INorth Naparima 
5 Basilon street ... East Dry River 
Fi Clifton Hill . iLaventille 
7 Irving Lane ... 1 " 
8 Campo street ... !San Juan 
9 ,Quarry street ... ...iPort·of·Spain 

10 'll'ennis Class .•. ...jLaventille 
11 Manzanilla Local Road BoardJvfanzanilla 
12 • !Champ Flenrs... ...:St. Joseph 
13 ,Bon Accord ... JPointe-,\-,Pierre 

I 

I)wner and Add'ress. Manager. 

'r. RaBpass, San Fernando C. '1'. RaspaBs 

" 
.1.arouua Oil D~velopl11ent Co., ·tnlallelPnla. U.S.A. 

Port.of.Spain 

Company, Ltd., London, ]<~nltlandl 

Oil Concessions of Mayaro 
gate, London, E.C. • 

Limited, 79 .LmmvfJ" 

C. Stollmeyer, Port-of-bpain 

Oillields Exploration Co" Ltd., London & San 
Silverstream Oilfields, Limited, 6 Broad Street 

, London. E.C. 
.... Cruse Syndicate, Limited, 79 Bishopsgi4te, London, E.C. ...'H. D. Fletcher 
... ITri,nidad Leaseholds, Limited, 76 Marine Square, Port-of-Spain H. KOl'khauB 

, 
... !petroleum De\'elopment Company, Limited, Brighton ... W. D. Fowler 

... Trinidad Lake Petrolcum Company, Limited, Brighton ... G. W. NlcPherson 

... .rcacos (Trinidad) Development Company, Limited, London ... II<'. S. Brack 

... ,The United BritiE'h OHfields of Trinidad, Limited,32, 
E.C. 

. · ... IN. Maude Roxby, Santa Cruz 
... F. Herrera, 40, South 
... ,Borough Council, San ./:"ernando 
... jSte. ~~deleine Sugar Limited, San Fernando .. l' T. GIttens, 25 Tragarete 
.. '", " 

" " 
" 

" " ... ,Manzanilla Local Road Board, Grande 
,r. Gransallll, St .. Toseph ... 
Glendenning, l'ort·of·Spain 

.. 'L, f,~~ 

G. Bailward 

... R. William 

.. J. Hubert 

... J. Waddell 

... O. P. Bennett 

... J. Lashley 

" .. l. T. Gittens 
... ,J. La.shley _ 
... M. GO\'cia 
.. G. Cumberbatch 
... L. Brown 
... 'V. B. Sammy 

Daily average No. of 
persons employed. 

22 
20 
9 

15 
140 
197 

581 

4Q 

18 

60 
14 

S8 
98'4 

85 

450 

20 

278 

40'85 
1-5-

7 
4 
S 
4 

10 
7 
5 
5 

11 
8 
3 
3 

82 

i 

• 

H 

" 
H 

" 
" ~ 

" 
" 

" 

H 

" 
" 

" 
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,{APPENDIX and Quarries worked during the financial year 1913-14.-CoNTD . 
.... -.. ".~~- ._. -------

N N S't t' 0 d Add }I Daily average No. of " o. anle. c 1 ua 1011. wner an ress. . anager. persons employed . 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

~ 
27 
28 
29 
~lO 

'll 
32 
33 
34 
35 
06 
07 
08 
39 
40 
41 
42 

43 
44 
-45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

... San Fernando R. ]\icClean, San Fernando R. McClean 10 

... Montserrat F. Stone, Tabaquite Manohur 3 

... San Fernando of Mary Joaquin, San Fernando E. Oliveira 1 

." Pointe Gourde Dranguet, Port-of-Spain ... . B. Masson !:l 

... ," Mahon, Pointe Gourde Streath 2 
and Pickering "'ISan Fernando· Pickering & A. Harewood, San Fernando Pickering 2 

" Gloster Lodge road ... P. Gonzales, Belmont Gonzales 5 
Pique Gravel Pit ... San Fernando ... The Canadian Mission, San Fernando F. Kenlp 2 

l
i::-,t. Louis ... Laventille ... ... A. Richards, 20A, Laventille road St. Louis Nil. 
Macaulay ... Claxton's Bay ." Ruralal and Baboolal, Claxton's Bay Pickering 3 

l
J)uke street ... Port-ot-Spain ... V. Prime, Port-of-Spain . Atwell 9 
Pierre's ... St. Joseph Village, San IJ..I. Charles, San Fernando ... Lueas 

I Fernando I 
Phmnix Park ... ICouva... • .. /connen and Henderson .. . 
Forrcs Park ... ,,,.... .. Henderson Brothers .. . 
Hivel' Estate ... Diego Martin _. Trinidad Government, Port-of-Spain Officer 
CutucUpilIlO... . .. Santa Cruz ..." " 
!Tl'inidad Government RailwaylSt. Jm;eph ... 
I ~IatchapoUl'a .. 'ITalptu'o road 
Bl Cupano ... Tamana I'oad 
~anchuchu ... 1" 

.. '1lYfayo village 

... Moriehal ... 

.. ·IGuara,cara ... 

... !Corosal road 

.. ·ITobago 

GUfll'<lcara 
Corosal 
Providence 
Sherwood Park 
Whim ... 
Morne Diable 
Mount Hope 

:::1' :: 
... Penal 
"'IMount Hopc 

Eastern Quarry ... iLaventille 
Moruga ... ilVIoruga 
La Ressource .. . .. 'IErin 
Buenos Ayres ... ..." 
Siparia ... "'ISiparia 
'Southern Central road No.1... " 
QQ.inam . . .. 1 " 

" 

" 

" 
" 

" " 

" . ..... \ 

6 
5 
4 

18 
9'5 

6'9 
9 
8 
6 
5 
4 
2 
4 

24 
1 

96 
15 

4 
5'5 

14 

·51 
CU.napo S;:mthern .road ... IC.Ullapo. "I 
Prlsoners . "I,Laventdle ... 

12'1 
9 

10 
43 
8 52 

53 
54 
55 
56 
57 

.. 

Point Ra.di~ .. )lrfayaro .. . 
C~rrera . "'IC~rrera Island ... ! 
Blche ,.. ... Blche... '''1 
Phlm ... IPltim ".1 

" 

" 
Guaico Tamana ... jGuaieo Tamana ... ! 

0umuto __ 21~111~u~:_~ ___ ~_"_'I _______ . 

• , , .... ~,:: - ~',' .:.~ '" .: ft. 

, .. 

., \ 

.. , ) 

" 

161 

05 
22 

..,. .. 
.""~ 

" Limestone. 

G;~vel. 
Limestene. 
Gravel. 
Nil. 
Sandstone. 
Limestone. 

Sa.ndstone. 
Shells. 
Limestone. 
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