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NIINES I)EPL\I~rrl\f.ENT. 

Administration Report of the Inspector of Mines for the year 1924 . 

..If. P. So. I;. Tllj 1 W!5. 

HONOURABLE COLONIAL SECRETARY, 

I have the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the 
Governor. the follo\ving report on the work of the ~iines Department for the 
year 1924. 

THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. 

2. I am glad to be able to report a very large increase in prcducticn of clude 
petroleum during 1924. This was the largest yet known being over 1,005,740 
barrels more than \von during the previous year. 

During the period under revievv nearly all the oil conlpanies operating in the 
Colony have carried out an active drilling programme, but owing to the prevailing 
financial conditions the increase in production has been due to the extension of 
already proven fields rather than to the opening up of ne\v areas. 

3. ~o new shipping or refining depots have been constructed during the past 
year though some additions have been made to existing installaticns. There alt' 
now four outlets for the shipping of petroleun1 products) viz. :--

Claxton Bay .. Trinidad Central Oilfields, Limited. 
Pointe-a-Pierre .. Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited. 
Brighton .. Trinidad Lake Petroleunl Company, Ltd. 
Point Fortin .. United British Refineries, Linlited. 

Each of these cOlnpanies also possesses facilities for the refining of crude oil. 

4. The exports of petroleum products sho\y a large increase compared with 
last year, the figures being 113,000,000 gallons as against 85.,000,000 for the year 
1923. 

It is of great interest to note that for the first tinle in the history of the Colony 
the exports of petroleum products were greater in value than the products of any 
other industry and formed oYer 30 per cent. of the total exports of the Colony. 
In 1924 petroleum products to the value of £1,367,160 were exported, compared 
with £1,276,850 for sugar, molasses and runl and [1,165,816 for cocoa. To realize 
the phenomenal increase of the impo!-tance of this industry to the Colony we have 
only to compare the figures of ten years ago; in 191-1- the value of petroleum 
products exported was £67.345 and fonned less than 3 per cent. of the total exports. 
The InajaI' portion of the export trade is in the fOrIn of oil fu(' 1 of which a large part 
is shipped to the adnliralty under contract. 

S. l'he following table will show the number of feet drilled and the quantity 
of oil produced during 1924 compared with the years 1922 and 1923 :-

Crown Lands 

Private Lands 

YE.\.R ENDED 31ST 

DECEMBER, J922. 

YEAR E~DED 31ST 
DECE~1BER, H)23. 

YEAR E"NlJED 3JS1 

DEC1~MBER, I~)2+ 

Feet Oii won Hrls. reet Oil 'leun Brls. Put Oil u:on Bris. 
Hrilled. vf 35 galls. drilled. of 35 gal/so drilled. of 35 galls .. 

90 9,739 58,(>53 J,140 .32 5 54,~53 1,570.343 
------- -.-- ---.-- --.- ------.---....-

2,444,7.'5'2 I45,801 3,050 ,872 151,892 4.056,G12 
_._--- ....... _---- --- --~----

-_. ~.-----~---
6. The total nnmber of \vells drilled in the Colonv to 31st D(:'cen1ber, 1924, is 

928 of which 596 are on Crown Lands. During the ~ycar under rcvie\v 110 new 
wells were drilled, of which 76 \vere on Crown Lands and 34 on private lands, an 
increase of 2 compared \vith 1923. In 80 of these wells oil \vas struck. 
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7. The nunlber of companies engaged in the mining of oil at the close of the 
year \vas 16 as against 17 at the end of 1923. 

S. ROYALTY all1 pleased to be able to report that there has been a Ycry 
considerable increase in the royalty collected during the past year, the anl0unt 
being £31,006 6s. lId. as compared with £24,8-44 ISs. Id. for 1923. 

9. \VAYLEAVEs.-l'he revenue obtained fronl wayleaves in rE'spect of pipe lines 
along the Trinidad Government Railway and the public roads of the Colony has 
also shewn an increase. The amounts for the years 1923 and 1924 are as follows :~ 

1923 
1924 

Trinidad Government Railzc1((V. 

£5,212 Ss. -!d. 
£6,550 lOs. Sd. 

Roads. 
£2,153 Ss. 4d. 
£2,740 9s. Sd. 

10. charged for crossing the foreshore, the railway and the public 
roads anlounted to £29. 

11. Xo new or licences were issued during the year. 

12. H.ETuRNs.-The various oil companies have regularly subn1itted to the 
departnlent the returns required to be furnished by thein. 

13. INSPECTIONS.--i\. large nU111ber of inspections have been carried out by 
the officers of the department in connection \vith the various operations taking 
place on the fields, and I have much pleasure in reporting that the Managers 
co-operate with this department in endeavouring to carry out the provisions of the 
Ordinances and RegUlations. 

1-!. SAN FERXANDO BRAKCH OF THE DEPARTMENT.--Tov,;ard the end of 1923 
a slnall branch of the department was opened at San Fernando to deal with tht' 
conserva tion of oil and gas and other pro bleIns of the petroleum industry with 
which the departnlcnt is concerned; a petrole11111 engineer, IVIr. F. 1\1. Ziegler, 
being in charge. The work of this branch expanded so rapidly that both additional 
staff and new office acconlmodation were found necessary. lVil'. C .. A .. P. Southwell, 
M.e., B.SC., Geologist, was transferred from the head office to this branch and has 
been stationed there during the whole of the period under review, with the excep­
tion of the last 1\vo months during which he \vas on leave of absence. 

The offices occupied during the early part of the year proving too small, 
arrangements were nlade to move this branch into a portion of the Treasury 
building. These quarters are very satisfactory and it is hoped vvill prove adequate 
for many years. 

l\iessrs. Ziegler and Southwell are engaged for a large part of the tinlC' ull 

original research and I hope to be able to submit conlplete reports on the work 
undertaken during the early part of 1926 . 

. A. photograph of a part of the peg luodel r00111 in \vhich models of the under­
ground conditions existing in the various oilfields are constructed by the officers 
in charge is enclosed herewith (Appendix E). * 

PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS ORDINANCE NO. 13 OF 1915. 

15. During the period under review 85 factories in Trinidad and 17 in Tobago 
were worked. Taking the factories as a whole the owners and managt'rs co-operate 
satisfactorily with the department in ensuring safety to the workmen in their 
en1ployment. 

QUARRIES. 

16. 'The remarks nlade in my last report on this subject still hold good. \Vith 
very few exceptions, the quarries ,at present being \vorked in the Colony are 
relatively uninlportant. From the inspections which have been Inade they have 
been found to be worked in most cases in a careful nlanner. The nU111ber of 
quarries in operation during the year 1924 \vas 7() compared \vith 69 in 1923. 

" Not printed. 

o 

i, .' 
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PETROLEUM ORDINANCE NO. 20 OF 1915. 
17. The premises in which the various products of petroleum are stored have 

been carefully inspected, and it is sati~factory to note that as a rule great care has 
been taken to ensure safety. 

ASPHALT INDUSTRY ORDINANCE NO. 10 OF 1906. 

18. ~o asphalt has been dug 011 the village lots at La Brea since 1914. 

APPENDICES. 
19. Appendix A she\vs the list of oil cOlllpanies operating in the Colony during 

the year 1924. 

20. In .Appendix B will be found the daily average number of persons elnployed 
in oilfields and quarries and the quantity and value of minerals obtained during the 
period under review. 

21. .A. comparative statenlcnt of the oil produced, refined and exported is 
shewn in Appendix C. 

22. Appendix D consists of a series of charts depicting in graphical fornl the 
progress made in various industries during the past few years. 

STAFF. 
23. No additions to the permanent staff 'were made during 1924. lVlr. C. A. P. 

Southwell, Geologist. was re-engaged for a period of two years frorn 20th December 
last, to collaborate with 1\1r. Ziegler in undertaking the special investigations no'v 
in progress in the San Fernando branch of the department. The tit1e of the post 
was changed to Government Geologist, Mines Department. 

I have the greatest pleasure in recording the very able and loyal assistance I 
have received from the members of the staff. 

15th lVIay, 1925. 
A. P. CATHERALL, 

Inspector of llIines. 
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APiENDIX A . 

No. Companies. 
.t\ature of tenure of lands 

on which of oil. Hemar].;s. 
(?perati(:)I1~_t_o()~p~_a co_: _____________ _ 

Leageholds, Limited .. 

:Privaie lands 
i 
I 

I 
2: United British \Vest Indies Petroleum Syndicate, 

T.imited 
ICrown lands under 
i le:lse 

31 Cniled British Oilfields of Trinidad, Limited 
I 
I 

\ 

4'Trinidad Central Oilfield~, Limited 
I 

I 

i 
5:Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company, Limitod 

6 Petroleum Development Company, Limited 

7 (Trinidad) Oilfields, Limited 

0; Kern Trinidad Oilfields, Limited 
! 

< 

9:CrC'm'ral Petroleum \"Vll1pd.ll of Trinidad, 
Limited 

IoTrinidad petroleum \ ... Ml1lpaU 

I 
· .ICrmvn lanus uuder 

I lease 

I Private lands 
· .ICrown lands under 
I lease 

I 
• • I Private lands 

. J.rown Lands under 
I lease 

· . ,Crown lands under 
II· lease and private 

lands 
· . jPrivate lands 

I 

i 
Iprivate lands 

Ltd. iprivate lands 

I 
I 

I P u m p e d I.argest producing Company ill the C()lon~·. 
. at and! pmcbases of crude oil from other 

there refined. Most the made and refined ~\t Pointc-a-Pierre. 
is eXDorted in 1mlk: actiyitv has been Sl1e\\'11 the past 

on Crown l<1l1c\s 
A well 

· .!::lold to LTnited British I<,,,ti,,,,ri,,,c.< 

Limited 
near future. 

to Cllitco British Hdincries,:Drj]}ing continued on Crown 1;ii.lld5 at Puint Fortin 
Limited and 011 Parry lands area. 

'L'illl11Jb was continued on the 
the whole of the vellr and a 
obtained. A numh-er of test wells were 
drilled in de' .... · districts. 

Llulk of the production is Producing only . 
exported to the United St~tes 
of America I 

ahi'(l 

ISolcl to Trinidad Lake PetrolelWllDrilling on Lots 1 and of with Vl'i'y satisfactory 
: Company, Limited , results. 

to Trinidad Leaseholds, iSeconc1 largest producing Company in til(' Colon\'. 
Limited . Very active drilliIlg programme ha:-l l)('en undcr-

, . taken alhl the field largely extended. 
· . !Sold to United British Refillcries,'l)eveIopm<'llt of Perscvenmcc' Estntc, Guapo, con-

I Limited tinued during the whole of the Drillin~ 
I commenced on near La Brea 

in January and continued the end of the year. 
to United British Hefineric~,inrillil1g was carried out on the Fyzabact and Penal 

Limited fields with a fair from the former. 
to Trinidad Leaseholds, LtcLThis was nnder the control of 

, S. Pearsons and During the year the 
British Controlled Ltd., acauircd the 
interests of this firm. 

for a 
IIi:"J'cw Xaparima Oilfields, Limited .. !Private lanus District .. 
12Trinidad Freeholds, Limited .. . . !private lanels 
13'Petroleum Limited .. . . I Private lands 
L(frinidad Friendship Petrol('um Company, Ltd ... Private lands 

Controlled Oilfields, Limited .. iCrown lands under 
: i Prospecting -LJHAC"I'A. 

16Trinidac1 Oil Producing and Refining Compa,ny, Ltd. I Private lands . '. Fyzabad 
17;Transvaal and Rhodesian Estates, Limited .. ,Private lands .. ; Pointe Ligonre 
r8;Trinidad Esmeralda Estates, Limited .. 'Private lands .. ·Piparo 

:; 

() 

to Trinidad Leaseholds, 
to Trinidad Leaseholds, 
to Trinidad Leaseholds, 
to Trinidad Leaseholds, 

· . Sold Ioea Ih-
· . <Barrelled and sold locally 

nrru-111f'NI fron1 hvo oti ,ers. 

the year with fair success. 

• • I Producing onl\'. 
· . :Producing only. 
· . :Drilled one \vell UI1succcs<;fullv during the vear. 

A vcry small production was obtained froni the 
w('lls. 

--------- -._------

'J 

en 
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APPENDIX B. 

Daily average number of persons employed in Oilfields and Quarries and the quantity and value of 
minerals obtained during the year ended 31st December~ 1924. 

Minerals. 

Oil 

Asphalt 

Private Quarries (Limestone, 
Gravel, &c.) 

(;overnment Quarries 
stone, &c.) 

Daily average number 
of persons employed. 

Males. Females. 

3.503 68 

1,033 12 

308 103 

242 63 

Total. Quantity. 

3.571 4,056.612 Barrels 

1,045 223,867 Tons 

4II 150,I42 Tons 

305 47,947 Tons 

Approximate 
yalue.* 

.£ 1,001,575 

£ 139,917 

£ 19,072 

£ 6,32 7 

::' N.B.-Tlw valui£s in this column are those returned by owners and managers. and represent the value 
at the place of production. 

APPENDIX C. 

Comparative statement of oil produced, refined and exported year by year since the inception of the 
Petroleum Industry in the Colony. 

1905 to ::\Iarch 19IO 

I ()IO-IgI I 

11)11-191 2 

~) lllonths ended December, 1915 

191 7 

H)I8 

1920 

1922 

Production I Quantity of Crude Oil refined 
Quantity of 

Crude oil and 
Refined oil 

:exported in barrels 
in barrels. ! in barrels. 

285,307 Previous to 1912 to 1913 

50 3,616, 
I 

643.5161 

1,050 , II2i 
I 

67 1 , 125 

92 7,877 

I,602,3 I2 

2,082,068; 

I,841,047i 

2,083,027' 
1 

2,354, 1601 

2,44"",752 

3,050 ,872 

35,061 

41 .413
1 

58,4371 

I 107.822
j 

50 5,0021 

2.106,3691 
i 1,149.943' 

1 1 395,-4871 , 
I 

1.806,0161 

1,820,018l 
2,360,279' 

219,582 

122,734 

408,188 

975,142 

1,079,369 

1,034,90 7 

I,223,346 

---- ----~---
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
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15th May, 1925. 

A. P. CA THERALL. 
B.se., M.tnst .M.E., 

Inspector of Mines. 

APPENDIX- D. 

A 

EXPORT5 Of LOCAL PRODUCE. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
£7,500,000 

7,000,000 

t - ----1-

6,000.000 , 

5,000.000 

4,000.000 

3.000,000 

2,07$.152 

2.000.000 
1,964,432 

£1,000,000 25 '1. 

800.000 20' {" 

600.000 -15% 

400.000 10% 

ZOO,OOO S t" 

1'6% 
Q-94% 

32.~1 

O· 0'/018,432 
~ C<I 
S .... 

<:I) 
~ 

~ 

7,4 ,361 

r 

5,00il.427 

• 
/1 • 

T 
4.029.755 4,rnG.395 

3.559.201 

3.~,270 

2,484,576 
2.344,3(j& 

LEGEND. 

3"2% 

75.020 

~ ... 
0) ... 

TOTAL EXPORTS DOMESTIC PRODUCTS 

EXPORTS PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
- -

PERCENTAGE EXPORTS PETROLEUM PRODUCTS/ 
TO TOTAL DOMESTIC EXPORTS ~ 

A. P. CATHERALL, 

15th May, 192;. 
B.SC., M.tnst.M.E., 

Inspector of Mines. 

843,811 

/ 725,$ 
I 

1&"7% 17-7% 
16'07~1 

1) ,033 

10, % [ 
~,527 

I 

1 
8'7% 

5'6% 

. 560 
I t 

2'7% 

1 ~ 2'.:r 

67,845 79.063 I .. 10 to t- ao e:. i1 8i ~ ... - S .... s ~ CI> CI> CI> ... ... ~ ... ~ ~ ~ ... 

4.521.225 

4.29B.~ 
< 

, 
/ . 

3.706,618 + 

1.367.160 , 

1.~137 

20'5% 

-761,612 

§l "" 81 N 
0\ 

~ ... .... 
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APPENDIX-D. 

c 
Curve showing t he number of Oil Companies that 
have operated annually in the Colony from 1st April, 

1911, to 31 at December, 1924. 
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.APPENDIX-D. 

D 
TOTAL ANNUAL PRODUOTION OF CRUDE OIL IN BARRELS. 
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APPENDIX-D. 

E 
Curve showing yearly output of Asphalt from 
th e Colony in Tons from 1st April, 1911, to 

31st December, 1924. 
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APPENDIX-D. 

F 
Curve showing comparison of daily average number 
of persons employed in the Oil and ASfhalt Industries 

of the Colony from 1st Apri, 1911, 
to 31st December, 1924. 
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APPENDIX-D. 

G 

Curve showing yearly total number of feet drilled in 
the Colony from 1st April, 1911, 

to 31st December, 1924. 
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APPENDIX-D. 

H 
Curve showing the yearly total quantity of Minerals 
quarried and a comparIson of the daily average 
number ct'persons employed in Quarries in the Colony 

from 1st April, 1911, to 31st December, 1924. 
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