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MINES DEPARTMENT.
Administration Report of the Inspector of Mines for the year 1924.

C'( nmvd /’flyc} \0 61 of 192 M.P. No. 42711925,

HONOURABLE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

I bhave the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the
Governor, the following report on the work of the Mines Department for the
year 1924

THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY.

2. T am glad to be able to report a very large increase in preduction of crude
petroleum during 1924. This was the largest vet known being over 1,005,740
barrels more than won during the previous year.

During the period under review nearly all the oil companies operating in the
Colony have carried out an active drilling programme, but owing to the prevailing
financial conditions the increase in prcduction has been due to the extension of
alreadv proven fields rather than to the opening up of new areas.

3. No new shipping or refining depots have been constructed during the past
vear though some additions have been made to existing installaticns. There ate
now four outlets for the shipping of petroleum products, viz. :—

Claxton Bav .. .. Trinidad Central Oilfields, Limited.
Pointe-a-Plerre ., .. Trinidad leaseholds, Limited.

Brighton . .. Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company, Ltd.
Point Fortin .. .. United British Refineries, Limited.

Each of these companies also possesses facilities for the refining of crude oil.

4. The exports of petroleum products show a large increase compared with
last year, the figures being 113,000,000 gallons as against 85,000,000 for the year
1923.

It is of great intcrest to note that for the first time in the history of the Colony
the exports of petroleum products were greater in value than the products of any
other industry and formed over 30 per cent. of the total exports of the Colony.
In 1924 petroleum products to the value of £1,367,160 were exported, compared
with £1,276,850 for sugar, molasses and rum and £1,165,816 for cocoa. To realize
the phenomenal increase of the importance of this industry to the Colony we have
only to compare the figures of ten years ago; in 1914 the value of petroleum
products exported was £67 345 and formed less than 3 per cent. of the total exports.
The major portion of the export trade is in the form of oil fuel of which a large part
is shipped to the admiralty under contract.

The following table will show the number of feet drilled and the quantity
of 011 pxoduced during 1924 compared with the years 1922 and 1923 :—

YEAR ENDED 31ST YEAR ENDED 31ST YEAR ENDED 3181

DECEMBER, 1922, DECEMBER, 1923. DECEMBER, 1024.
Leet Oil won Brls. Feet Oil won Brls. Fect Oil won Brls.
drilled. of 35 galls. drilled. of 35 galls. dvilled.  of 35 galls. |
Crown Lands .. y78oz 1,535,013 87,148 1,910,547 97,030 2,486,269
Private Lands -+ 38,008 909,739 58,653 1,140,325 54,853 1,570,343
135,870 2,444,752 145,801 3,050,872 151,892 4,056,612

6. The total number of wells drilled in the Colony to 31st December, 1924, 1s
928 of which 596 are on Crown Lands. During the vear under review 110 new
wells were drilled, of which 76 were on Crown Lands and 34 on private lands, an
increase of 2 Compaled with 1923. 1In 80 of these wells oil was struck,
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7. The number of companies engaged in the mining of oil at the close of the
vear was 16 as against 17 at the end of 1923.

8. RovALTY.-—I am pleased to be able to report that there has been a very
considerable increase in the royalty collected during the past year, the amount
being £31,006 6s. 11d. as compared with £24,844 18s. 1d. for 1923.

9. WAYLEAVES.—The revenue obtained from wayleaves in respect of pipe lines
along the Trinidad Government Railway and the public roads of thc Co]onv lld\
also shewn an increase. The amounts for the vears 1923 and 1924

Trinidad Government Railway. Roads.
1923 £3,212  8s. 4d. _ £2,153 8s. 4d.
1924 o £6,550 10s. 5d. £2,740 9s. 8d.

10. I'EEs.—Fees charged for crossing the foreshore, the railwayv and the public
roads amounted to £29.

11. No new leases or licences were issued during the year.

12. RETURNS. —The various oil companies have regularly submitted to the
department the returns required to be furnished by them.

13. INspPECTIONS.—A large number of inspections have been carried out by
the officers of the department in connection with the various operations taking
place on the fields, and 1 have much pleasure in reporting that the Managers
co-operate with this department in endeavouring to carry out the provisions of the
Ordinances and Regulations.

14. SAN I'ERNANDO BRANCH OF THE DEPARTMENT.—Toward the end of 1923
a small branch of the department was opened at San Fernando to deal with the
conservation of oil and gas and other problems of the petroleum industry with
which the department is concerned ; a petroleum engineer, Mr. I, M. Ziegler,
being in charge. The work of this branch expanded so rapidly that both additional
staff and new office accommodation were found necessary. Mr. C. A. P. Southwell,
M.C., B.sc., Geologist, was transferred from the head office to this branch and has
been stationed there during the whole of the period under review, with the excep-
tion of the last two months during which he was on leave of absence.

The offices occupied during the early part of the vear proving too small,
arrangements were made to move this branch into a portion of the Treasury
building.  These quarters are very satisfactory and it is hoped will prove adequate
for many years.

Messrs. Ziegler and Southwell are engaged for a large part of the time on
original research and I hope to be able to submit complete reports on the work
undertaken during the early part of 1926.

A photograph of a part of the peg model room in which models of the under-
ground conditions existing in the various oilfields are constructed by the officers
in charge is enclosed herewith (Appendix E).*

PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS ORDINANCE NO. 13 OF 1915.

15. During the period under review 85 factories in Trinidad and 17 in Tobago
were worked. Taking the factories as a whole the owners and managers co-operate
satisfactorily with the department in ensuring safety to the workmen in their
emplovment.

QUARRIES,

16. The remarks made in my last report on this subject still hold good.  With
very few exceptions, the quarries at present being worked in the Colony are
relatively unimportant. TFrom the inspections w hlch have been made they have
been found to be worked in most cases in a careful manner. The number of
quarr les in operatlon duunfy the year 1924 was 70 compaled w1th 69 in 1923

Not ]xrmtcd
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PETROLEUM ORDINANCE NO. 20 OF 1915.

17. The premises in which the various products of petroleum are stored have
been carefully inspected, and it is satisfactory to note that as a rule great care has
been taken to ensure safety.

ASPHALT INDUSTRY ORDINANCE NO. 10 OF 1906.
18. No asphalt has been dug on the village lots at L.a Brea since 1914.

APPENDICES.

19. Appendix A shews the list of oil companies operating in the Colony during
the year 1924.

20. In Appendix B will be found the daily average number of persons employed
in oilfields and quarries and the quantity and value of minerals obtained during the
period under review.

21. A comparative statement of the oil produced, refined and exported is
shewn in Appendix C.

22. Appendix D consists of a series of charts depicting in graphical form the
progress made in various industries during the past few years.

STAFF.

23. No additions to the permanent staff were made during 1924. Mr. C. A. P.
Southwell, Geologist, was re-engaged for a period of two vears from 20th December
last, to collaborate with Mr. Ziegler in undertaking the special investigations now
in progress in the San Fernando branch of the department. The title of the post
was changed to Government Geologist, Mines Department.

T have the greatest pleasure in recording the very able and loyal assistance I
have received from the members of the staff.

A. P. CATHERALL,
15th May, 1925. ‘ Inspector of Mines.



No. Companies.

zf'frmidad Teascholds, Timited. .

i
y
i
i

i

2‘ United British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate,

Limited

|
3!
I
|
4?’1‘rinidad Central Qilfields, Limited

i

(Maited British Oilfields of Trinidad, Limited

i
5Trinidad Lake Petrolewmn Company, Limited

i
i

fiiPetroleum Development Company, Limited

7 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Limited

8 Kern Trinidad Oilfields, Limited

0/General Petroleum Company of Trinidad,

Limited

10 Trinidad Petrolecum Development Company, Ltd.

'

11, New Naparima Oilfields, Limited
12/ Trinidad Freeholds, Limited
13 Petroleum Options, Limited

14 Irinidad Friendship Petroleum Lompany Ltd.

15 British Controlled Oilfields, Limited

.!Private lands

.iPrivate lands

. Private lands
. .iPrivate lands
.|Private lands

operations
!
.:Crown lands under
lease

Private lands

Crown lands under
lense

JCrown lands uuder

lease

Private lands

.|Crown lands under

lcase

.iCrown Lands under

lease

.!Crown lands under

lease and private
lands

Private lands

Private lands

. Private lands

. .'( rown lands under

| Prospecting Licence!

Iﬁ Trinidad Oil Producing and Refining Company,Ltd. 'Private lands
17/ Transvaal and Rhodesian Estates, “Limited

18 Trinidad Esmeralda Estates, Limitec

.. Private lands

.. Private lands

Nature of tenure of lands
on which

.iBrighton

t
. JGuapo, Raousillac .

..y

. .1 Naparima District. .
. Fyzabad
| Fy zabad

. .Pomte Ligoure

APrENDIX A.

!

| Disposal of oil. Remarks.
took place. g
| | ¢
iFyzabad, IPumped to the Company’slurgest producing Company in the Colony, TLarge
| Barrackpore . refinery at Pointe-a-Pierre, and!  purchases of crude oil from uther companies are
| Guayaguayare there refined. Most of the! made and refined at Pointe-a-Pierre.  Very great
iBarracipore production is exported in hulk . activity has been shewn during the past year, and

' the field on Crown lands at Fyzabad greatly
1 5 . extended. A well was also drilled on private
' | lands at Guay aguayare without striking oil,

;Los Bajos . Sold to United British Refincries, No drilling except at los Bajos. This Company
} - TLimited proposes to relinquish a large part of its holdings
i . in the near future.

'S0ld to United British Refineries, Drilling continued on Crown lands at Puint Fortin

Limited and on Parry lands arca.

i

Pomt Fortin,
Morne L'Enfer
Reserve

Point Fortin

Tabaquite, Mayaro !hxported
Guapo

. .ibrilling was continued on the Tabaquite ficld during
. the whole of the vear and a fair production
; obtained. A number of test wells were also
drilled in dew districts.
lhb bulk of the production isProducing only,
exported to the United States ;
of Amcrica
iSold to Trinidad Take Pctrolcum‘Drxllm;‘ on Lots 1 and 4 with vary satisfactory
i Forest Reserve Company, Limited results.
Fyzabad Sold to Trinidad T.easeholds, iSecond largest producing Company in the Colony.
1 © Limited . Very active drilling programme has been under-
i 1 { taken and the ficld largely cxtended.
.'Sold to United British Refineries, Dev clopment of Perseverance Estate, Guapo, con-
; Limited tinued during the whole of the year. Drilling
| ; commenced on Boodhoodsingh Estate near I.a Brea
i : ' in January and continued to the end of the vear.
Fyzabad, I’enal bold to United British Refinerics,Drilling was carried out on the ¥yzabad and Penal
“and San Francique! Limited ficlds with a fair production from the former.
San Fernando . .;Sold to Trinidad ILeaseholds, I.td. This Company was originally under the control of
; 1 8. Pearsons and Sons, Ltd. During the year the
: ! British Controlled Oilfields, Ltd., acquired the
| ! interests of this firm. Drilling operations were
: suspended for a great portion of the period.
.;Bhut down during \xhclc of period.
.:Sold to Trinidad Leascholds, Ltd IProducing only.
.'Sold to Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.Drilled one well and produced from two otlers,

i
‘Morne L'Enfer

t ¥
; i
: :
|

- Fyzabad .iSold to Trinidad I.easeholds, Ltd.; I’roduung only.
Oropuche . ,‘Sold to Trinidad ILeaseholds, Ltd.'Continued drilling during the year with fair success,
. Fyzabad . Sold locally - »!Producing only.

.. Barrelled and sold local . Producing only.

.'Piparo . ‘Dnlled one well unsuccessfully during the vear.
1 z A very small production was obtained from the
' existing wells.
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APPENDIX B.

Daily average number of persons employed in Oilfields and Quarries and the quantity and value of
minerals obtained during the year ended 31st December, 1924.

Daily average number | * it

of persons employed, . v |

Mincrals. e Total. Quantity. ; Approximate
- T I value*

Males. Females.

i
H

Oil .. .. - 3,503 68 3,571 4,056,612 Barrels | £ 1,001,575
Asphalt .- - . 1,033 12 1,045 223,867 Tons £ 139,017

Private Quarries (Limestone, ; *
Gravel, &c.) .. . 308 103 411 150,142 Tons £ 19,072

Government Quarries (Lime-
stone, &c.) e . 242 63 305 47,947 Tons £ 6,327

~

x N.B.—The values in tl}.is'calumn are those returned by owners and managers, and represent the value
at the place of production.

APPENDIX C.

Comparative statement of oil produced, refined and exported year by year since the inception of the
Petroleum Industry in the Colony.

; ' ‘ { Quantity of
- Production | Quantity of Crude Gil refined

Year. . in barrels. | in barrels. 1 C;{[:e%?n(e)jil 3§d
‘ ! iexported in barrels
} e M,E,M-W.
1905 to March 31st, 1910 .. 10,541% .. ..
1910-I9II .. .. .. 125,112 ..
1911-1912 .. .. .. 285,307 Previous to 1912 to 1913 37,842 219,582
1012-1913 .. .. .. 503,616 0,484 122,734
1913-1014 . . .. 643,516 35,001 387,719
1914-1915 . . .. 1,050,1:(2i 41,413 348,351
9 months ended December, 1915 ..} 671,125? 58,437 408,188
1916 . . . 927,877 107,822 975,142
1917 . . 1,602,312 505,002 1,079,369
1918 .. . : 2,082,068% 2,106,369 1,305,407
19149 : 1,841,047 1,149,043 1,406,264
1920 .. . .| 2083027 1,395,487 1,034,907
1921 .. .- .. 2,354,160 1,806,016 1,223,340
1922 .. ‘. .. 2,444,752 1,820,018 1,615,740
1923 . o .. 3,050,872 2,300,279 2,432,470
1924 . .e .. 4,056,612 3,433,902 3,224,529
23,732,056 14,867,075 15,783,748
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APPENDIX-D.

A

EXPORTS OF LOCAL PRODUCE.

o~
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COCOA : e il 2.73*; 1
COCONUTS AND COPRA I n
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. .. . ... e Al 2593462 |\
SUGAR, MOLASSES, RUM . e r
A. P. CATHERALL, - o4
. B.SC., M.Inst.M.E., i
15th May, 1925. Inspector of Mines. B
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