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MINES J)EPARTMENT. 

Administration Report of the Inspector of Mines for the year J 925. 

Council, Paper ,,yo. 05 of DUo .• .ill,P, .I'vo, 4317/1fi26. 

HONOURABLE COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

I have the honour to submit, for the infonnation of His Excellencv the 
Governor, the fol1()\ving report on the work of the :Mines Departn1ent fo~r the 
year 1925. 

THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. 

2. I anl glad to be able to report that for the ~ixtb year in succes~ion there 
has been a considerable increase in the production of crude oil as conlpa.red with 
the previous year. The production in 1925 \vas the largest yet kn()\Y~, being 
329,895 barrels more than in 1924. 

For SUllle time vast owing to the financial cc;nditiul1s existing thruugh 
,,,"arId, drilling in the Colony has been almost entirely confined to the existing 
fields rather than to tbe proving of ne\v areas. To\vards the close of the year 
it was apparent, that in the near future} there would be a considerable h,nluunt 
of activity in the de\'elopment of new areas. .:'\,t the time of writjng opera tion5 
are in progress in a nunlber of ne\v fields which I hope v.'ill prove prr.ductive c~nd 
\vill thus add tn the petroleun1 reserves 0 [ the Colony. 

3. The shipping depots nlentioned in Illy last report remain the same, viz. :-

Claxton, Bay .. Trinidad Central Oilfields, Limited. 
Pointe-a-Pierre .. Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited. 
Brighton .. Trinidad Lake Petroleum Company, Ltd. 
Point Fortin .. United British Refineries, Linlited. 

Each of these companies also possesses facilities for the refining of crude Gil. 

4. The exports of petroleUlTI products show a considerable increase compared 
with last year, the figures being 126~OOO}OOO gallons as against 113,000,000 for 
the year 1924. 

The exports of vetroleunl products \vere ag:tin greater in value than 
products of any other industry and formed over 33 per cent. of the total t~xports 
of the Colony. Ten years ago, jn 1915} the value of petroleum products exported 
"vas {67,345 and fornled less than 3 per cent, of the total exports. The major 
portion of the export trade is in the form of oil fuel of \vhich a large part is s1iippecl 
to the Admiraltv under contract. 

The value exports of the leading staples the Colonv and their relation 
to the total exports of the Colony is shewn in tl1e following table 

Petroleum products 
Cocoa 
Sugar, Molasses and Rum 
Asphalt 
Coconuts and Copra 
Other exports not enumerated 

Total domestic exports. 

I,560 ,57Q 
1,257,255 
I, I27.459 

3( 0,062 
177,077 
I94,7Ih 

PercC1lfa:.~' 
t:Aal. 

3,-)'4 
26'q 

-'4'I 

_+"1 
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5. The following table will shovv the number of feet drilled and the quantity 
of oil produced during 1925 as compared with the years 1923 and 1924 :-

Crown Lanel:,; 

Privatt' Lands 

YL\R E:,\DED 31ST 
DECE2\1BER, 1923. 

Fcct Oi! won Brls. 
drilled. oj 35 galls. 

S7,q.'S 

5:-\,653 

1,()10,547 

1,14°,32 5 

YEAR E:l';DED 31ST 
])ECEMBER, 1924. 

FCft Oi! 'ie'on Brls. 
drilled. oj 35 galls. 

')7,°39 

54,053 

2,4.'S6, 269 

1,570 ,343 

YEAR ENDED 31ST 
DECEMBER, 1925. 

Feet Oil won Br!s 
drilled I~f 3.1 f!,alls. 

]05,631 

/)3,5 22 

2,:-)77,437 

1,5°9,°70 

G. The tutal nunlber uf wells drilled in the Culunv to 31st Decelnber, 1925, 
is 1,027 of which G58 are on Crown Lands. During the~ year under revie\v 99 ne\~ 
\vells were drilled, of which 62 were on Crovvn Lands un anrl 37 on private lands, 
a decrease of 11 comlnred with 1924. In G5 of these wells oil was struc k. 

7. The nlllTIber uf cOlllpanies engaged in the winning (If I)il at the close of 
the year was 19 as ap;ainst 16 at the end of 1q2~1. 

8. ROYALTY.--The royalty collected in respect uf oil won fronl Crown Lands 
shewed a very large increase over that during 1924, tIle figures being £40,099 9s. 4d. 
compared with £31,006 Gs. 11(1. during 1924. How rapidly the revenue frilm 
tbis source js increasing will be seen frnrrl Appendix n (1). 

~). \VAYLEA\'Es.--The revenue ubtained 1'ron1 \vdylea\'es jn reslJect of pipe 
lines along the Trinidad G(1vernment RailwCl y and the pn blic roads of the Colony 
has also she\vn an increase. The alTIOunts for tIle :ve~rs I ~)2-! and 1925 are as 
follows :-

1924 
1925 

Trinidad G07!ern1nent Railwav. 
. . £6,550 lOs. Sd. 
.. £7,736 2s. Gd. 

Roads. 
£2:740 9s. 8d . 
£3,165 2s. 1d. 

10. FEEs.-Fees charged for crossing the foreshore, the railway and the 
public roads amoun ted to £67. 

11. The following leases and licenses were issued during the yeaT :--
.2 leases over ·!,443 acres of Crown Lands and over 1,414 acres of 

lands the surface of which was alienated subsequent to 16th 
J.llluary: 1902. 

2 prospecting licenses over 19,6G7 acres uf Cro\\;n Lands and over 
4:598 acres of land the surface of which was alienated Sl1 hsequent 
tn 1Gth Janl1arYJ 1902. 

1 exploration license over 2,000 acres of Crown Lands. 

In addition to the above an agreement for leases was entered into between 
the Petrolellm De\'elopment Company, Limited, and the Kern Trinidad Oilfields, 
Limited. 

12. RETURNS.-The vanons returns required to be furnished by tIle oil 
companies have been regularly subm.itted and after being careful]:y checked 
filed \vith the records of the department. 

13. INSPECTIONS.--A large number of inspections have been carried llut 
by the officers of the departn1ent in connection with the various operations taking 
place on the fields, and I have lTIuch pleasnre in reporting that the l\ianagers 
co-operate ,'lith this department in endeavouring to carry out the provisions 
of the Ordinances and Regulations. 

loot SA~ FERNANDO BRANCH OF THE I)EPARTME!\'T.-·The work of this branch~ 
as n1entioned In my last report, has continued during the whole of the period 
under revjev~T. 
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PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS ORDINANCE, CAP. 157. 

15. During the period under review 92 factories in Trinidad ane: 17 in Tobago 
\vere worked. Taking the factories as a "vhole the o\vners and managers co­
operate satisfactorily vvith the department in ensuring safety to the \vorkmen 
in their enlployment. 

QUARRIES. 

16. The number of quarries worked during the period nnder reVIew was 
75 as compared with 70 in 1924. From inspections which have been made they 
have, in most cases, been found to have been worked in a careful manner, but, 
with few exceptions, they are relatively unimportant. 

PETROLEUM ORDINANCE, CAP. 145. 

17. The premises in which the various products of petroleum are stored 
have been carefully inspected. and it is satisfactory to note that as a rule great 
care has been taken to ensure safety. 

ASPHALT INDUSTRY ORDINANCE, CAP. 147. 

18. No asphalt has been dug on the village lots at La Brea since 1914. 

APPENDICES. 

19. Appendix A shews the list of oil companies operating in the Colony 
during the year 1925. 

20. In Appendix B \vill be found the daily average number of persons 
employed in oilfields and quarries and the quantity and value of minerals obtained 
during the period under review. 

21. A comparative statement of the oil produced. refined and exported is 
shewn in Appendix C. 

22. Appendix D consists of a series of charts depicting in graphical fprm the 
progress made in various industries during the past few years. 

STAPF. 

23. The only addition to the permanent staff of the department has been. to 
recreate the post of Draughtsman formerly in existence before the amalgam~tIon 
of the Lands and Mines Departments in 1921. Mr. A. B. A. Spence \vas appoInted 
to the post as from 1st January. 1925. 

I have the greatest pleasure in recording the very able and loyal as~istance 
I have recC'ived from the members of the staff. 

A. P. CATHEI{ALL, 
Inspector of Afines. 

26th IVlay, 192G. 

, 



No. 

:1 C' 

Companies. 

Leaseholds, Limi ted 

British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, 
Limited 

British Oilfields of Trinidad, Limited 

Central Oilfields, Limited 

Lake Petrokum Company, Limited 

D",i-... ",Ic",,,,, Development Company, Limited 

(Trinidad) Oilfields, Limited 

KE'rn Trinidad Oilfields, Limited 

Petroleum Company of Trinidad, 

10:Triniclad Petrolelllll 1 }"ul->lnnm, Company, Ltd. 

Freeholds, Li.mited 
Uni-w-..lr.",ol Options, Limited 

Frienclshio Petroleum Company, Ltd. 
Limited 

Oil Procluring and H.efining Company, 
Limited 

and Rhodesian Estate,:;, Limited 
Palo Seen Oilfi('ld 

lands. 
lands u ncler 

lease 

APPENDIXA. 

lands 
Disposal of oil. 

u m p e d to the 
refinery at Pointe-a-Pierre, 
there -refined. Most of 

is exported in bulk 

to l' nited British Refim"ries, 
Limited 

to l;nited 
Limitt'd 

Remarks. 

company in the Colony Large 
purchases of crude oil from other companies are 
made and refined at Pointe-a.-Pierre. Great 
activity has been shown eluring the yf'ar 
amI the field on Cro\vll lands gr\'atly extended. 
Toward the close of the year preparations were 
being made to contil1llP further drilling at 
Guayaguayare. 

<iri IIi ng except a t Los 

on Crown lands in tllt' Parry 

area 

ull Crown lands near till' J'i tell Lah· \dtlt 
Vcry satisfactory resul ts. 

. producing Company in tIll' 
drilling programme has heell llnuer-

and. the field largely extended. 
HetIlwrH.'s.:Development of Perseverance Estate, Guapo 

during the whole of the year. 
continued on the Boodoosingh Estate 

to l:llited British 
Limited 

to Trinidad 
Umited 

to Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. 
to Trinidad Leaseholds, 
to Trinidad Leaseholds, 
to Trinidad Leaseholds, 

and sold 
to 1 inited British 

Limited 

near La Brea and operation'; \\'erE' comnwnced 
Crown lands dear Guapo. A satisfactory 

..... rr.r111 ction was obtained. 
was continut'd on tllt' F\,Z:1 had fi('k 0nd 

production obtained. 
Ulle new 
ohtained. 

from two others. 
from ont' other. 

\,("U bIll' sma Ii 

wpl\:-.. 

Ot 
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APPENDIX B. 

Daily average number of persons employed in Oilfields and Quarries and the quantity and value of 
minerals obtained during the year ended 31st December, 1925. 

)Iinrrals. 

Oil 

Aspbalt 

Private Quarries (Limestone. 
Gravel, &c.,) 

Government Quarries (Lime-
stone, &c., 

Daily avrrage numher 
of persons employed. 

Males. Females. 

3,243 37 

996 10 

529 106 

220 46 

Total. Quantity. 
V3111('.';' 

3,280 -1>386,507 Barrels l I,0-p,057 

1,006 201,107 Tons. £ 125,692 

695 172,003 Tons. l 20.54?' 

"266 27,682 '1'0115_ l 5.471, 

:;'N .B.-The values in this column are those returned by owners and managers, and reprcscnt tJIf 
value at the place of production. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

APPENDIX C. 

Comparative statement of oil produced, refined and exported year by year since the inception of the 
Petroleum Industry in the Colony. 

Quantity of Crude 

Year. 
Production -Quantity of Crude Oil refined oil and refined 
in barrels. in barrels. oil exported in 

barrels. 

-----------

905 to March 31St, 1 qlo •. · . rO,54 1 . . . . 
£)10- 191 I · . · . · . I:.?5,11'2 .. 

i 
. . 

gII-I9J2 · . · . · . zt;5.307 Prf'vlous to H)12 to II) 1;\ 37,S'12
1 

210.58:..: 

Y)3,f)16 H I 
9 12-19 13 · . · . · . fJ.4 c 4: 122,734 

9 1 3-1g 14 · . 643,51(; 3.5.061
1 3~7,710 

i 
914-19 15 · . · . · . 1,050,112 41 ,41 3/ .H ti,J5 I 

months ended December, 19 I 5 · . 67 1, 125 5°,4:jfl -t0~,186 

9 16 · . · . · . ()27,877 107,822 1)75,142 

9 1 7 · . · . · . I,002,3 1 :.! 505,002 1,071),369 

9 18 · <. · . · . .2,082,068 2,106,)69 1,J°5,4(17 

9 I 9 · . · . · . I,c'P,047 J,14~',943 1,4 0 (1,264 

920 · . · . · . 2,0::)3,o:.!7 1.395,487 1,0,14,1)07 

921 · . · . · . 2.354, {(lO 1,1')06,016 1 , .u 3.3«1 () 

922 · . · . · . 2,144,75 2 1,820,018 1,bI 5,74° 

9 23 · . · . · . 3,°5°,872 2,)60,279 2,43 2 ,470 

9 2 4 ... · . · . -l,05(I,GI2 3,433.1)02 3,2:·Q,5 29 

925 · . · . · . 4>38O,5°7 13 3.606,608 

2o, 118,563 ,8 J -),390 .356 
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PETROLEUM PROOUCTS . ........... ... . ... • 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
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c 
Curve showing the number of Oil Companies that 
have operated annually in the Colony from 1st April, 

1911, to 31st December, 1925. 
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TOTAL ANNUALPRODUOTION OF ORUDE OIL IN BARRELS. 
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Curve showing yearly output of Asphalt from 
the Colony in Tons from 1 at April, 1911, to 

31st December, 1925. 
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Curve showing comparison of daily average number 
of persons employed in the Oil and Asphalt Industries 

of the Colony from 1st April, 1911, 
to 31 st December, 1925. 
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Curve showing yearly total number of feet drilled in 
the Colony from 1st April, 1911, 

. to 31st December, 1925. 
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Curv~ showing the yearly total quantity .of Minerals 
quarrIed and a comparIson of the dally average 
number of per SODS employed in Quarries in the Colony 

from 1st April, 1911, to 31st December, 1925, 
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ROYALTY AND WAYLEAVE. 
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