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THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY 

SUMMARY 

An appraisal of the statistics available indicates that there \vas a slight increase in the ()Vcrall 
activity of the oil industry during 1952. The average number of rig3 running was one more than 
last year. The footage drilled, the number of wells completed, the production of local crude and 
the import of foreign crude, all showed an increase as compared to 1951. 

2. Exploratory drilling was continued actively with 7 rigs in operation and, while no cretacC'c;us 
reservoirs were discovered, the United British Oilfields of Trinidad Limited located a productive 
patch of Herrera sands at East Balata which may develop into a profitable small field. Trinidf1d 
Petroleum Development Company discovered a new area of shollow production in miocene sands 
near Moruga Bouff. 

3. Dominion Oil Limited of Canada, a new comer to the Colony's Oil Industry, became 
interested in Trinidad early in 1952 and pursued an active leasing policy throughout the ycctr. 
This company has already conducted extensive seismograph and geological surveys. 

4. A more equitable method of assessing royalty on crude oil \'vas put into effect and negotia­
tions for the adjustment of wage rates were successfully concluded. 

SECTION I-ACTIVITIES OF THE OIL INDUSTRY 

DRILLING 

5. An average of twenty-eight (28) drilling rigs were in operation during .the year,. as compared 
to an average of twenty-seven (27) during 1951. Two (2) new heavy duty ngs w.ere Imported and 
put into operation d~ring the year; a diesel driven J;i<l:tional 130 rig by Apex Trimdad OIlfields and 
a steam ng by AntIlles Petroleum Company of Tnmdad, who operate It on behalf of the Texas 
Company. 

6. One hundred and eighty-seven (187) new wells were started during the year as compared to 
one hundred and forty-four (144) in 1951, an increase of 30 per cent. Completions increased from 
put into operation during the year; a diesel driven National 130 rig by Apex Trinidad Oilfields and 
cent., while the total footage drilled rose by 10.8 per cent. from 66j,887 to 736,535 feet. This 
comparatively large increase in footage and in completions was due not only to there being one 
additional rig in use but also to an increase in the average footage per rig per day and to a decrease 
of 4.4 per cent. in the average completion depth which fell from 4,481 feet in 1951 to 4,286 feet 
in 1952. 

7. Five (5) wells were abandoned while drilling, one for technical reasons, the other four 
being dry holes. The depths of these wells total 28,372 feet or less than 4 per cent. of the total 
annual footage. The corresponding figure for 1951 was 9 per cent. 

8. Statistics relative to drilling are given in Table I, items 14-21 inclusive. The total footage 
drilled, item 18, and the average depth per completed well, item 21. are shown in graph form for 
a number of years in Appendix C. A monthly analysis of drilling activity is given in Table II. 

EXPLORATION 

9. In Table IX a list is given of those wells with an objective depth of 8,000 feet or over and 
of exploratdry wells which were being drilled during the year. The location of each is shown 
on the map at Appendix H of this report. Of these, three wildcats, namely, Trinidad Leaseholds 
Limited, Marac 1 and Trinidad Petroleum Development Company, Moruga 2 and New Grant 1 
were all abandoned as dry holes. All three of these wells gave useful information on stratigraphy 
and structure, while new reservoir horizons were discovered by Marac t. United British Oilfields 
of Trinidad Limited discovered a development of Herrera sands at a shallo'w depth in' their Balata 
East No.1, which flowed steadily for the remainder of the year after its completion in May 1952. 
It is too early yet to appraise the significance of this discovery but there is a good chance that it 
may result in the development of a new field. Trinidad Petroleum Development Company Limited 
in their Moruga No.3 encountered oil sands from close to the surface down' to three thousand feet. 
A . s~all p.tuI?-ping field n:ay develop f~om ~his discovery. The Antilles Petroleum Company of 
Tnmdad LImIted brought In a well at Pomt Llgoure close to the shore. This well is on an extension 
of an existing field and its successful completion improves the prospects for drilling in the shallow 
water off shore. 

10. Marine seismograph surveys were conducted over the greater part of the Gulf of Paria 
by both Trinidad Northern ~r~as Limited and by Dominion Oil Limited. Seismic surveys on land 
w~r~ mad~ 0!l behalf, of Tnmdad Petroleum Development Company Limited and Apex Trinidad 
Oilfields LImIted, whIle a second party was at work in the n'orthern basin for Trinidad Northern 
Areas Limited. 
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11. The post-war expenditure in deep drilling is shown in the following table: 

EXPENtHTURE ON DEEP WELLS 

For the period For the Total at 
1 st January, 1945 to year 31st December, 

31st December, 1951 1952 1952 
1. Cost of drilling wells 

including depreciation ... $28,449,000 $9,875,000 $38,324,000 
2. Investment in cap ita 1 

equipment 7,46 LOOv' 1,762,000 9,223,000 

$35,910,000 $11,637,000 $47,547,000 
3. L e s s depreciation on 

capital equipment 2,662,000 1,071,000 3,733,000 

4. Total outlay on deep 
drilling ... $33,248,000 $10,566,000 $43,814,000 

PRODUCTlON OF CRUDE OIL 

12. The total production of crude oil for the year 1952 was 21,257,680 barrels, an average of 
58,081 barrels per day. This represents an increase of 2 per cent. over the figure for 1951. 

13. Statistics relative to crude oil production are shown under Items Nos. 1 and 22-27 inclusive 
in Table I. Items 1 and 25 are reproduced in graph form in Appendix "A". In Table III a detailed 
monthly breakdown of production methods is briven, the annual production contributed by the 
principal producing methods being graphed as a percentage of the total production in Appendix "B". 

14. The average daily production per producing well (Table I, item 25) again dropped, being 
24.1 barrels per day or 4 per cent. lower than the previous year. The percentage of salt water of 
the total fluid produced increased slightly showing an average of 17.2 per cent. as compared to 
16.9 per cent. in 1951. Salt water production is shown in graph form in Appendix <IF". 

H.EFINING 

15. Five (5) permits to refine oil were issued under the Oil .Mining and Refining Ordinance, 
three of these being for small topping plants operated respectively by Apex Trinidad Oil fields 
Limited, Brighton Terminal Limited and Trinidad Petroleum Development Company Limited. 

16. Trinidad Leaseholds Limited completed the construction of a Catalytic Cracking Plant 
which was opened by the Acting Governor, Mr. P. M. Renison on the 30th July. The plant has 
been in full operation for the remainder of the year. 

17. Refinery input (Table 1, Item 13) showed an increase over the previous year of 2.5 per 
cent., the actual figure being 36,041,044 barrels. Of this total 9,339,511 barrels were processed by 
United British Oilfields of Trinidad at Point Fortin and 26,369,556 barrels by Trinidad Leaseholds 
Limited at Point~a-Pierre. Brighton Terminal processed 324,498 barrels, while 7,479 barrels were 
treated in field topping plants. 

NATURAL GASOLINE RECOVERY PLANTS 

18. Two plants for the recovery of natural gasoline were in operation during the year. The con­
struction of a new one was started at Forest Reserve by Trinidad Leaseholds Limited. The following 
table gives an idea of the performance of these plants: 

Company 

Apex 

T.P.D. 

T.L.L. 

Location Type of Plant 
I Percentage of 
, Company's 

total production 
of gas processed 

\)4.J 

61.7 

Average Daily 
Throughput 

1951 1952 
Million C. Ft. 

9.90 10.40 

\).80 9.fJ4 

under construction 

Recovery in 
gallolls per 
1,000 cu. ft. 

1951 1952 

1.09 

0.80 

1.0J 

0.80 

Some compression gasoline was made both by Apex Trinidad Oilfields Limited and by Trinidad 
Leaseholds Limited at its Guayaguayare Field. 

NATURAL GAS 

19. Details of the product.ion and utilization of natural o-as in 1951 and 1952 are given . 
Table IV. There has been very little change in either the total production of gas or in its utilizati~n 
for several years. n 

TRANSPORT AND SrORAGE 

20. No majo~ addit~ons were made during the year either to the main pipeline system or to 
the storage capaCIty, whIch at the end of the year totalled ten million barrels. 

nduncan
Rectangle
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF PETROLEUM AND ITS PRODUCTS 

21. Crude oil imported into the Colony for refining and re-export showed a small increase of 
5.5 per cent. rising from 15,855,000 barrels in 1951 to 16.722,000 barrels in 1952. (Table I, Item 8). 

22. Impdrts of Tucupita Fuel Oil by Brighton Terminal Limited for bunkering or transhipment 
amounted to 3,240,976 barrels. Esso Standard Oil (Antilles) S.A. transhipped 54,970 barrels of 
Bunker "e" Grade Fuel Oil and 94,338 barrels of Diesel Oil in Port-of-Spain Harbour. 

23. Both Trinidad Leaseholds Limited and Antilles Petroleum Company (Trinidad) Limited 
continued to export crude oil to Canada. Exportation fell by about 4 per cent. compared to the 
1951 figure being 1,844,000 barrels. (Table I, Item 11). 

24. Total exports of petroleum and its products (local crudes plus foreign crudes) increased by 
1.2 per cent. rising from 34,359,000 barrels to 34,778,000 barrels. Details of exports and imports 
are given in Table V. 

SECTION II-THE OIL INDUSTRY IN RELATION TO THE LOCAL ECONOiHY 

LOCAL EXPENDITURE 

25. The annual local outgoings of the Industry which wert 66 million dollars B.W.I. in 1951 
showed an increase of 17.6 per cent. and amounted in 1952 to no less than 77.6 million dollars B.W.L 
This figure is made up of 26.5 million dollars Government revenue and 51.1 million dollars in wages, 
purchases and other local expenditure. Details of contributions to revenue and to local expenditure 
are shown' respectively in Tables VI and VII. 

TAXATION OF THE INDUSTRY 

26. In 1952 the total revenue of the Colony was 73.01 million dollars of which the Oil Industry 
directly contributed 36.4 per cent. or $26,574,942. Table VI shows details of the amount received 
under each Head of Revenue for the past 10 years. The more important changes in 1952 as compared 
to 1951 are listed below and are discussed individually in the succeeding paragraphs. 

Source of Revenue 
Customs Import duties 
.Royalty on oil and gas 
Income Tax 
Sundry Heads 
Harbour Dues 

Net increase 

Increase 

$507,641 
69,721 

3,375,802 
186,932 
20,790 

$4,160,892 

Decrease 

27. Customs Import duties (Item 1, Table VI) paid by the oil industry showed a large increase 
of 72 per cent. rising from $697,095 in 1951 to $1,204,736 in 1952. 

28. Reference to Items 6, 7 and 8 of Table VII will give an indication of the source of this 
mcrease. Imports from Canada, which are almost wholly accounted for by Barytes (free of import 
duty), remained constant whereas importations from the United Kingdom rose by 33 per cent. from 
17.2 million dollars in 1951 to 22.9 millon dollars in 1952. Imports from the United States at 
America and other countries not enjoying a preferential tariff both rose by over 80 per cent. 
compared to the previous year and these accounted for just over 90 per cent. of the increased 
revenue from customs duties. 

29, The actual values of imports for 1952 were $22,888,622 from the United Kingdom and 
$8,577,249 from other sources; the total, namely $31,465,871 being an increase of almost 41 per 
cent. on 1951. This large increase is only partially accounted for by higher average price levels in 
1952 as compared to 1951 and certainly reflects a greater overall activity in the industry. (See para~ 
graphs 34-37). 

30. Royalties assessed in 1952 in respect of the period 1 st July, 1951 td 30th June, 1952, on 
crude oil and casing head petroleum spirit produced, on gas sold and for dead rent (minimum royalty 
on non-productive leases) amounted to $6,711,615 as compared to $6,615,557 assessed for the previous 
twelve months. This increase of $96,058 is the net result of various changes in the production" 
and value of crude oil and other items as tabulated below: 

Old It'ases 
IH34-Type 
Gas 
C.H.P.S .... 
Doad Rents 

X ct inCl'ease 

INCHEASES 

Ren~llue 
~ 

181A17 

12.7\1-1, 

DECREASES 
!~ ... -.-.--.-"""--

Production 
Barn'ls 

41,266 

13,7G4 

933 

!lH,lr>3 
!16,05i:l 

!' • 
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31. The decrease of 7.46 cents B.W.I. in the average value per barrel of crude produced on 
the 1934 type leases for the period 1st July, 1951 to 30th June, 1952, as compared to the preceding 
twelve months was due to the operation of the new method of assessing royalty on these leases 
which was eHective for half the above period, i.e., from 1st January, 1952 to 30th June, 1952. 

32. The increase of 8.71 cents B. W. 1. in the average value per barrel of crude produced on 
the old-type leases was due to a change in sampling procedure which started on the 1st January, 
1952. The effect on the value of this crude or changes in the price of its components ~ras negligible 
during the 2-year period, 1st July, 1950 to 30th June, 1952. The increase in the average value of 
casing head petroleum spirit is accounted for by a change in the method of assessment on the casing 
head petroleum spirit produced by Trinidad Petroleum Development Company Limited, which for 
royalty assessment purposes is valued as crude oil. Up to the 31 st December, 1951, this product 
was therefore valued by reference to the price of We5:t Texas Sour Crude of the same A.P.I. gravity 
plus 14.3 U.S. cents per barrel, but as from the 1st January, 1952, it came under the new procedure 
described in paragraph 50 of this report and is now valued as iOO per cent. 70-72 Octane lVT.l\I. 
Gasoline. The casing head petroleum spirit produced by Apex Trinidad Oilfields Limited is assessed 
at the Gulf Export Low Quotation for 83 Octane Gasoline, less t U.S. cent per U.S. gallon, the 
royalty on which has been constant at 2.11 cents B.W.I. per Imperial Gallon for some time. 

33. Income Tax collected during 1952 showed an increase of $3,375,802 over the $13,715,292 
collected in the previous year, the actual figure being $17,091,094. The rate of tax, 40 per cent., 
was the same as that for the previous year. This increas!.' was due to the average price of products 
being higher in 1951 than in 1950. 

LOCAL DISBURSEl\fENTS 

34. The annual expenditure of the oil industry in the Colony other than contribution:; to 
revenue again showed a substantial increase being 17.1 per cent. greater than tbe $43,645.782 
expended in 1951, the actual figure amounting to $51,105,385. Table VII Items 1-5 gives a break­
down of this figure under varidus heads. 

35. Payments to employees (Table VII, Item I) increased by over 18 per cent. This increase 
is in part accounted for by a rise of 5.8 per cent: in tbe average ?aily nu~ber of registered. e:uployees 
(15,218 as compared to 14,378 in 1951) and III part by! the I~~rease III wage~ .of a mIlllmum of 
71 cents per hour effective on 25th August, 1952, by C03t of hvmg bonus addItions to wages and 
by other benefits. (See paragraphs 43-47). 

36. Payments to contractors showed an increase of only 1 per cent., rising from $7,527,758 to 
$7,604,548. (Table VII, Item 2). The daily average n'umber of persons employed by contractors 
fell slightly from 3,338 in 1951 to 3,212 in 1952. 

37. Local purchases of materials (Table VII, Item 3) rose by 17 per cent. to $5,662,1 !4, while 
the various items comprising "other local expenditure" jumped by 26.4 per cent: to Just over 
13 million dollars. These increases are only partly accounted for by increased pnces, and they 
certainly reflect an' increased overall activity in the industry. 

38. No detailed breakdown is available of the numtrous accounts making up Item 4 
of Table VII-"Other local cash expenditure" -which shawed an increase of 26.4 per cent. reaching 
a figure of $13,095,125 for the year. 

EXPORTS OF PETROLElll\l AND ITS PRODUCTS 

39. The total values of petroleum and its products exported during 1951 and 1952 based on 
Customs and Excise Department figures are: 

Crude Oil and products 
Petroleum Bitumen 

1951 
$158,675,574 

3,183,533 

$ t 61 .859, 1 07 

1952 
$170,532,239 

4,958,271 

$175,490,510 

40. The value of the leading staple products exported from the Colony during 1952 is shown 
in the following table: 

Value Percentage of 
$ Total 

1. Petroleum and its 'products 170,532,239 76.35 
2. Petroleum Bitumen 4,958.271 2.22 
3. Asphalt and its products 5.980,848 2.68 
4. Cocoa 8,237,147 3.69 
5. Sugar, Molasses and Rum 20,889,530 9.35 
6. Coconuts, Coconut Oil. &c. 2,173,950 0.97 
7. Coffee 1,467,731 0.66 
8. Bitters 726.217 0.33 
9. Fresh Fruits, Fruit Juices, &c. 2,050,688 0.92 

10. AU others 6,315,004 2.83 

$'223,331,445 100.00 
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41. The value given for Hem 1 above inc1ude3 the value of products obtained from imported 
crude and is therefore not on a strictly comparable basis with the export values given for other 
products which are wholly of local origin. The value of each of the more important products exported 
annually is shown in Appendix "E", graphed as a percentage of the total annual value of the Colony's 
exports. The value of the products obtained from imported crude is shown on this graph ,,,hlch 
indicates clearly the increasing importance of imported crudes in the local refining business and 
the relatively decreasing impor',ance of indigenous crude. 

42. Harbour Dues on petroleum cargoes (14 cents per ton) increased by 2.8 per cent. from 
$732.802 to $753,598. This increase is due to increased import.~ of crude for refining and re-export. 
(Table I, Item 8). 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

ADJUSTMENTS TO WAGE RATES 

43. Durin'g 1950 and 1951 the Government Statistician and his staff carried out a budgetary 
survey for the purpose of revising the Cost of Living Index which had been subjected to con­
siderable criticism for many years especially by certain of the Trade Unions. The Cost of Living 
Index, first published in June, 1938, was based on 1935 prices and its mode of construction was no 
longer applicable to changed post-war conditions. Accordingly, pUblication ceased after December, 
1951, for ',vhich month the index was ascertained to be 251. A new Index of Retail Prices was con­
structed from data coliected in the budgetary survey to cover \'\lorking class families who do not grow 
the bulk of their own' food. The standard of consumption at the time of the survey was taken for 
the new index (which is a fixed weight index) prices in the middle of January, 1952, being taken 
as 100. 

44. The introduction of this new index necessitated a revision of the method of ascertaining the 
Cost of Living Bonus. This Bonus had been at the rate of ~ cent per hour for every five (5) completed 
points rise in' the Cost of Living Index. It was agreed between the Oilfield Workers Trade Union 
and the Oilfield Employers Association that from January, 1952, bonus additions would be at the 
rate of l cent per hour for each two completed points rise in the General Index of Retail Prices. The 
following addition's to the Cost of Living Bonus were made during the year: 

i. The addition of 1 cent per hour on and from 1 st February, 1952, consequent npon the 
general index number for that month rising to 104.2. 

ii. The .addition of i cent per hour on and from 1 st July, 1952, consequent upon the general 
mdex n'umlx:r for that month rising to 106,6. 

45. During the year the Oilfield Workers Trade Union gave to the OIlfield Employers Association 
of Trinidad due notice of its desire to amend the agreement existing between them and presented to 
the Association' a list of suggested amendments. A new Memorandum of Agreement effective on and 
from 20th November, 1952 was drawn up, the more important amendments to wage rates being as 
tollows:-

1. Eight (8) cents per hour of the Cost of Living Bonus has been consolidated and added 
to the standard wage rates of all hourly, daily and weekly paid workmen. 

2. The wages of all hourly paid workmen were adjusted with effect from the 25th August, 
1952, so that no workman received less than a minimum increase of seven and a 
half (7*) cents per hour on his rate of pay as at 24th August, 1952. The ex-!!.ratia 
alldwance of one cent per hour granted on 1 st October, 1951, was consolidated and 
added to the standard wage rates of all workmen covered by the agreem~nt as from 
and including 20th November, 1952. 

3. The wages of all weekly paid workmen aged eighteen (18) years and over were adjusted 
so that no workman received less than a minimum increase of $3.60 per week on 
his weekly rate of pay as at 24th August, 1952. 

The wages of .weekly paid Office Boys, Messengers, Blue Print Boys, LaboratdrY 
Boys, under eighteen (18) years of age were adjusted so that none received less 
than a minimum increase of $2.70 per week on his weekly rate of pay as 
at 24th August, 1952. 

4. Bonus additions designed to assist in meeting the increased Cost of Living are ndw paid 
to all workmen as follows: 
(i) An addition of t cent per hour for every two complete points rise in the Govern­

ment's official Index of Retail Prices. 
(ii) The Index at Retail Prices Number to be taken as the basis of calculations shall 

be 100 ascertained for the month of January, 1952. 
(iii) If the Index of Retail Prices Number after having risen at least 2 points above 

the starting figure of 100 shall subsequently fall a deduction of ! cent per hour 
shall be made from the Bonus additions specified under (i) above for every fall 
of 2 complete points but nothing in this clause shall authorize any deduction 
from the standard wage rates laid down in the Schedule. 

46. The above amendments resulted in the Cost of Living Bonus at the rate applicable 
to December, 1951, and the Schedule of wage rates in operation during 1951 being amalgamated to 
fonn the new standard wage rates. Under the new Schedule for hourly paid men the lowest wage 
rate is 431 cents per hour for unskilled labour as compared to the highest rate of 64! cents per hour 
for skilled labour. -

47. The bonus additions noted in paragraph 44 above were still in operation at the end of 1952 
so that for December, 1952, the lowest hourly paid man received in wages plus bonus 45 cent:; per 
hour and the highest hourly paid man received 66 cents per hour. -

,. 
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EFFECT ON THE INDUSTRY 

48. The expenses ~f the industry on acco'unt of increased wages and other benefits resulting 
from this agreement will be increased by about 3! million dollars per annum. This increase in ex:pens~s 
will rreduce taxable income and will therefore be partially offset by a corresponding reducho? III 

income tax of about I! million dollars resulting in a net two million dollars increase in outgdmgs. 

SECTION III-ADMINISTRATION 
t 

Roy ALTY ASSESSMENT 

49. A new method of evaluating crude oil for royalty assessment on the production of leases 
issued under the Land (Oil Mining) Regulations, 1934, came into effect on the 1st January, 1952· 

50. Except fdr details this method is the same as that which has been in use since May, 1949, 
for evaluating crude oil taken as royalty in kind under the old type leases. It is desC'ribed in th~ 
Land (Oil Mining) (Amendment) RegUlation, 1953, as follows: 

CRUDE OIL 

(i) Royalty on the net crude oil received in the field storage tanks of the lessee or licensee 
on and from 1st January, 1952, shall be paid in ca?h. at the end of each half-yearly 
royalty period at the rate of ten per centum df the "Field Storage Value" of the 
net crude oil produced on the lease or licence, provided that if and whenever the 
net crude oil produced from any well shall in any half-yearly royalty period exceed 
in the case of a Land Oil Mining Lease 350,000 barrels, and in the case of a Submarine 
Oil Mining Licence 450,000 barrels, then and in every such case the royalty payable 
for that royalty period on such quantity of crude oil produced from the lease or 
licence as is equivalent to the amount by which the production from any such well 
exceeds the respective amounts stated above shall be at the following rates:-

Amount by which production from any well in the royalty period 
exceeds 350,000 barrels and 450,000 barrels in the case of 
Land Oil Mining Leases and Submarine Oil Mining Licences 
respecti vel y 

For the first 100,000 barrels of excess 
For the next 50,000 barrels of excess 
For all further excess production 

FIELD STORAGE VALUE 

Royalty Rate 

11 per cent. 
12 per cent. 
12! per cent. 

(ii) The "Field Storage Value" of the net crude oil shall be calculated by aggregating the 
valuesin B.W.I. Currency of the volumes of the gasoline, gas oil and fuel oil products 
thereof and deducting therefrom:-

(iii) 

1. The value of the Tetra Ethyl Lead determined as described in sub-clause (v) 
hereof, which wduld be required to bring tbe gasoline content of the net 
crude oil up to 70/72 Oct. M. Leaded. 

2. A refining and handling allowance equal to 9 per cent. of such aggregate of 
the values of the volumes of gasoline J gas oil and fuel oil after such aggregate 
has been reduced by the value of Tetra Ethyl Lead referred to in paragraph 1 
of this sub-clause. 

DETERMINATION Of' VOLUME OF PRO)JUCTS 

Tb.e volume in barrels of each df the products, namely, gasoline, gas oil and fuel oil 
contained in the net crude oil shall be determined by calculation from the results 
of distilling a sample or samples in the R.L.E. 1 Still, as described in the Journal of 
the Institute of Petroleum, Vol. XXIV, dated November, 1938, pages 605-620, under 
the heading "Laboratory Method of Evaluating Crude Oils" by R. E. J ohnstdne and 
R. Palmer, provided that:-

1. The Gasoline product shall be such that 32 per cent. minimum is evaporated 
at 100°C. as determined by the A.S.T.M. distillation test. 

2. The Fuel Oil product shall be 150 seconds Saybolt Furol Viscosity at 122°F. 
3. The Gas Oil product shall be the intermediate fraction evapdrated between 

the gasoline and the fuel oil. 

DETERMINATION OF PRICE OF PRODUCTS 

(iv) The prices per barrel to be applied to the volume of each product contained in the 
ne! crude as.certained as .under sub~clause (iii) above shall be the ave.rage of the 
dally low pnces for the SIX months III each half-yearly royalty period as quoted in 
Platrs Oilgram Price Service for export cargoes at U.S. Gulf Ports for the 
corresponding product, namely:-

(a') Gasoline, Motor Gasoline, 70/72 Oct. M. Leaded. 
(b) Gas Oil, according to tbe diesel index of the product actually obtained. 

Gas Oil will be priced as No.2 Fuel if the diesel index obtained shall be less 
than 43. 

(c) Fuel Oil Bunker "C" grade fuel in cargo lots. 



(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 
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When the price of a product is quoted in Plait's Oilgram Price Service in U.S. 
currency per U.S. gallon it shall be multiplied by 42 in order to arrive at the price 
per barrel. If on account of Sundays, holidays or any other reason the price or 
prices of any of the above products shall not be asc~rtainable fdr any day t?en 
the said price or prices for the last preceding day for which such price or pnces 
are ascertainable shall be used. 

V ALUE OF TETRA ETHYL LEAD 

The value of the volume of Tetra Ethyl Lead shall be determined by multiplying the 
volume of the gasoline product in the net crude oil by tbe Tetra Ethyl Lead in 
millilitres per barrel required to bring the gasoline content of the crude oil up to 
70/72 Oct· M. Leaded (determined by testing a sample of the gasoline product on 
the C.F.R. Engine) and then by multiplying the figure so obtained by the average 
C.I.F. value per millilitre of Tetra Ethyl Lead during the relevant royalty period 
(which value shall be agreed from time to time between the parties) increased by 
10 per cent. to cover transportation, handling and blending charges. 

CALCULATION OF THE VALUE OF PRODUCTS 

The value in U.S. currency of the volume of each of the three products above mentioned 
shall be calculated by multiplying the volume in barrels of each product (determined 
as in subclause (iii:) hereof by the price per barrel of the corresponding product 
as described in subclause (iv) hereof. 

The value of the volume of each product obtained as in subclause (vi) above shall be 
converted into Trinidad currency at the average of the middle rate between the 
buying and selling rates quoted for sight drafts an New York by Barc1ays Bank 
(D.C. & 0.), Port-af-Spain, Trinidad, at the close of business on each day of the 
relevant royalty period. If on account of Sundays, holidays or for any other reason 
the rate shall not be ascertainable for any day, the rate for the last preceding day 
for whicl). a rate is ascertainable shall be used. 

GENERAL 

The average of each of the daily low prices per barrel obtained as in subclause (iv) 
above together with the rate applicable to each millilitre of Tetra Ethyl Lead and 
the average of the middle rate of exchange as detailed in subclause (vii) above 
shall be published in the Royal Gazette as soon as may be after the end df that 
half-yearly royalty period. 

(ix) The sampling of crude oil shall be carried out in manners and at times to be agreed frO'm 
time to time between the lessee or licensee and the Pet,roleum Technologist. 

(x) If at any time after the 1 st January, 1952, the prices of product:; referred to 
in subclause (iv) above, or any of them, shall not be published in Platt's Oilgram 
Price Service (or in any other publication agreed by the parties as being a suitable 
substitute therefof)' then the price or prices to be adopted for calculating the Field 
Storage Value shall be such other price or prices published in Platt's Oilgram Price 
Service for all or any of the products hereinbefore mentioned (or in any other 
publication agreed by the parties as being a suitab!e substitute therefor) as may be 
agreed between the parties with such adjustment as may be necessary. In default 
of such agreement the matter shall be referred to two arbitrators, one to be chosen 
by each of the parties with power to appoint an Umpire in case of disagreement, 
such arbitration to be held in Trinidad and be deemed a reference to arbitration 
unde,r the provisions of the Arbitratidn Ordinance, Ch. 7. No.1, or any Ordinance 
or Law amending or replacing the same for the time being in force. 

51. The following table summarises the data relating to royalty assessment on crude oil 
produced on these 1934-Type leases. The free of royalty concession is restricted to' certain oil used 
in drilling and production operations only. 

BARRELS AS PER STA'TISTICAL RECORDS Actual Average 
quantity value Revenue 

PERlO]) valued (1) per barrel $ 
Oro;';8 Nett barrels $ B.W.I. 

Product. ion Production B.W.I. 
-----~- -_._-

1950 
J uly-December 4,016,615 H),788 4,000,827 4,001.350 3.g6.91 1,588,158.18 

1951 
January-June 4,OOI,5g;j 12,631 3.n88,964 3,H8!l,554 :U)7.GH 1,:")86,220.96 

July-December 4.270,513 14,747 4,255,766 4,256,352 3.!'6.16 '1,686,187.81* 

1952 
Jan llary-J une J,369,352 J6,987 4,352,365 4,352,922 3.83.56 1,669,608.GO 

July-December 4,771,920 17,665 4,734,255 4,754,785 3,.J9.4H 1, 

* Amended figure from previou::> report. 

J 
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OLD TYPE LEASES 

52. Ten per cent. of the crude oil produced on these leases is taken as royalty in kind and is 
sold back to the lessees at a price determined by agg'regating the values of its gasoline, gas oil and 
fuel oil contents and deduc~ing therefrom a refining charge. Certain fuel used in drilling, producing 
and refining is allowed free of royalty. 

On the 30th June, 1952, Apex (Trinidad)· Oilfields Limited sur·rendered three small old type 
leases which had nearly run their tenns. The company was granted one new lease under the Land 
(Oil Mining) Regulations, 1934, with effect from tbe 1st July, 1952, cdvering the same area as the 
three old leases. 

In December, 1950, Government gave to the lessees concerned twelve (12) months ndtice of its 
desire to terminate the then existing sales agreements under wbich crude oil taken as royalty in kind 
was sold back to the lessees. Accordingly these agreement3 terminated on the 31st December, 1952. 

The following table shows the total sales of royalty oil by half-yearly periods for 1951 and 1952:-

BARRELS AS PErt S'IATISTICAL RE:CORDS Actual Average 
quantity value Revenue 

PERIOD sold (1) per barrel $ 
Gross Nett barrels $ B.W.I. 

Product.ioll PL'Oductioll B.\V.I. 

1950 
July-DeeembOl' 4,120,061 4,040,724 405,009 3.58.51 1,452,319.42 

1951 
J annal'y-,J une ·1,012,083 71,677 3,UU,306 391,253 3.66.05 1,H3,149.04 

Jul~'-Decel11her 3,976,015 tH.I,l30 :U)o7,78.i 390,890 3.71.34 1"151,537.06 

1952 
J auuary-J une 3,739,097 69,002 3,670,905 367,196 3.70.50 1,360,47;'\.83 

July-December 3,763,606 S2.300 368,244 3.49.55 1,287,198.81 

FOOTNOTE: (1) Royalty oil Rold on olrl-type leases or valued for royalty on tho 1934.type leasos is calculated 
at 34.9726 Imperial gallons per barrel. 

Statistical volumes of gross production, F.O.R., &c., include some' volumes roportod at 34;973 
Imperial gallons per harl'el and some at 3u Imperial gallons per baITt'l. 

(2) Revenue figureR for t,he the periocl July-Decemher, 1952 are provisional only and aro subject to 
slight. adjU''ltment. 

53. In addition to the above royalties on crude oil, the following table shows the amounts 
collected dn natural gas sold, casinghead petroleum spirit recovered and minimum royalties paid 
on leases witb small or no production. 

PEIUOD 

Old Type Lea8e8 : 
1950 

July-December 

1951 
J anuary-J uno 

J uly-December 

1952 
January-June 

J uLy-~December 

1!J34-Type LC(l8cS : 
1950 

July-December 

1951 
January-June 

July-December 

1952 
Jan uary-J une 

July-December 

NATUR.\L GAS SOLD 

114,192 .2,302.04 

16,224 331.08 

43,619 876.98 

37,2;36 74.3.12 

.30,2()4 1,005.28 

1,717,017 31.920.36 

1,540,138 4.1,635.14 

1,680,t36 49,300.82 

1,271,405 :U,;301.54 

1,493,lH2 40,834.37 

'" Amended figU1'e from previous report. 

C.H.P.S. RECOVERY 

158,ISJ 1,689.15 

18:3,444 2,035.30 

167,391 2,373.76 

171.162 2,568.36 

79.633 1,64().27 

1,767,150 32,441.43 

1,992.2:1:5 36,687.20 

2,05H,424 3R,005.63 

2,16:J,U33 42,700.01 

2,147,243 42,35H.42 

Minimum 
Royalties 

$ 

172,316.28 

201,351.69 

185,984.42* 

186,750.03 

178,970.55 

, 54. The total royalty assessed during 1952 in respect of the two half-yearly royalty periods 
ended re~pectively on 31st December, 1951 and 30th June, 1952 was $6,711,615.97 being the sum 
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of the separate items of revenue shown for those two periods in the preceding three tables. The amount 
conec~ed by the Accountant General during the year in respect of royalties was $6,797,118·35, tho 
reconciliation between the two figures being as follows: 

Amount collected in respect of royalty 

Less: 

Add: 

Minimum rents paid in advanc.e­
Trinidad Petrdleum Development Co. 
Dominion Oil Limited 
Siparia Trinidad Oilfields Limited 
Trinidad Leaseholds Limited 
Amount due by United British Oilfields of Trinidad 

onM.L.3090/16 for period May, 1949-May, 1951 
Amount due by Trinidad Petroleum Development 

Cdmpany being minimum rents for period 
1 st January, 1951 to 30th June, 1952 

Amount due on Mining Lease No. 3478/45 .. . 
Amount due on Mining Lease No. 4432/37 .. . 

Minimum Rentals paid in advance: 
United British Oil fields of Trinidad Limited 
Kern Trinidad Oilfields Limited 

Amount assessed 

$ 2,819.07 
10,500.00 
23,373.76 
99,178.55 

4,437.81 

483.30 

$ 2,688·55 
1.24 

52,312.32 

288.00 

$6,797,118.35 

140,792.49 

$6,656,325.86 

55,290.11 

$6,711,615.97 

55. The average value of crude oil per banel was adversely affected during the second half 
of 1952 by the Gulf export price of Bunker "C" Grade Fuel Oil which fell by 10 cents U.S. per 
barrel on 2nd July and by a further 15 cents U.S. per baueI on 15t August, 1952. The combined 
effect of these two decreases in price was to lower the average value of the crude oil over the period 
1st July-31st December, 1952, by 24 cents B.W.I. per barrel. There was no change in the price of 
either of the other two components of the crude oil used for its evaluation· 

LOCAL SALES OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

56. On the 23rd November, 1951, the Gulf export price for kerosene increased by ! cent U.S. 
per U.S. gallon which increased the local refinery price at Pointe-a-Pierre by 1.0293 B.W.I. cents per 
Imperial Gallon. This price increase resulted in a net withdrawal df about $5,600.00 per month from 
the Price Stabilization' Fund which had fallen to $6,534.68 by 29th February, 1952, and which would 
have been extinguishe~ in a further five weeks unless a price adjustment had been made. 

57. In the interest of the working Gove,rnment decided not to allow an increase in 
the price of kerosene but to subsidize it from the Stabilization Fund which would be kept in credit 
by increasing the price elf gasoline. 

58. Accordingly, the retail price of gasoline was increased by 1 cent B.W.I. per Impe:-ial Gallon 
from 42 cents to 43 cents per Imperial Gallon on 26th March, 1952· This increase in the price f)f 
gasoline was sufficient to cover withdrawals from the fund to meet tbe deficit on kerdsene sales 
and to permit a net increase of about $6,000.00 per month in the fund. 

59. The volume of motor gasoline assessed for excise duty (9 cents B. W. I. per gallon) increased 
by over 7.5 per cent. compared to the previous year, a revenue of $1,560,225 being collected on a 
total elf 17,335,833 gallons. Sales of aviation spirit at Piarco Airport amounted to 3,507,278 gallons 
(free of excise) an increase of 17 per cent. compared to 1951. Local sales of kerosene, also free of 
excise, amounted to 4,420,472 gallons. 

ACCIDENTS 

60. The reporting of accidents has been standardized and all those classed as serious, that is to 
say, those involving a fracture, amputation, deep incision or multiple injuries, are investigated by 
the department. During the year 80 accidents of a seriou; nature were reported, 28 of these occurred 
to drilling or production rigmen and 52 to people employed in other cccugations on the oilfields. 
l{efinery accidents are reported to the Factory Inspector. 

61. Three fatal accidents occurred during the year. A driller was killed by a piece of fourble 
board breaking off and dropping on his head. A rigbuilder was knocked off a derrick during its 
erection and died in hospital a few days later. A workman fell off a transport vehicle and was 'killed. 

62. The larger companies maintain very efficient safety departments and every effort is made to 
reduce the accident rate by educating the workmen to avoid dangerous practices and by constant 
inspection of equipment and plant. 

.-
1 



13 

LEGISLATION 

63. The Oil Refining (Amendment) H.egulations, 1952, effective on and from 15th April, 1952, 
extended the definition of "refinery area" to include any point within 300 feet of a marine oil loading 
pier or jetty and prohibited the navigation of a vessel of any description within the area without 
the special permission of the manager of the refinery. 

64. The Oil Mining (High Water Mark) Ordinance, 1952, effective on and from 26th June, 1952, 
placed ;restrictions on the drilling of wells within 500 feet of High Water Mark and provided 
that alteration of high water mark by accretion, erosion or otherwise should not affect the right:; of 
oil operators or royalty owners. (See paragraphs 67-71 of this report). 

65. The Land (Oil Mining) (Amendment) Regulations, 1952, effective on and from September, 
1952, modified the provisions of the Land (Oil Mining) Regulations, 1934 relating to survey require­
ments prior to the issue of a mining lease. 

OIL MINING LEASES AND LICENCES 

LAND LEASES 

66. The Registration under the Companies Ordinance in February, 1952 of a Canadian 
Compp.ny, Dominion Oil Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Standard Oil Company of 
California gave a considerable impetus to leasing. Twenty applications for crown oil mining leases 
were received during the year covering an area of 89,450 acres while applications for exploration 
licences covered 119,374 acres. Leasing activity extended to the northern basin of Trinidad 
which has not yet been proved to be commercially productive. In this area permission was given 
to Dominion Oil Limited to conduct exploratory operations for oil over certain parts of the United 
States Base territory. 

l\IlARINE LICENCES 

67. The first two licences to be issued under the Submarine (Oil Mining) Regulations, 1945, 
defined the sea ward boundary of the licenced area as the agreed three mile limit on the commencing 
date of the licence. The landward boundary was defined as the agreed high water mark on the 
commencing date of the licence. 

68. It was found however that there was legal objection to the landward boundary so defined 
since rights (including oil rights) in land abutting high water mark are not limited by the position of 
High Water Mark on a given date but will move with any subsequent movement of High Water Mark 
due to accretion or erosion of the land. The three mile limit was also an unsatisfactory boundary 
trom a practical point of view. 

69. The two licensees whose respective licenced areas had been described by means of these 
unsatisfactory boundaries were asked and agreed to accept new licences in which the areas were 
redefined. In these two new licences and all others subsequently issued the landward boundary is 
High Water Mark (in whatever position it may take up during the term of the licence). The sea­
ward boundary is defined by a chain of straight lines which approximate the position of the three 
mile limit on the commencing date of the licence... The co-ordinates of the end points of these lines 
are defined on an extension of the survey grid system for the Colony. 

70. Since the drainage areas of a number of boundary wells drilled near to high water mark overlie 
both crown oil rights below high water mark and one or more private oil rights above high water 
mark each change in the position of high water mark would have necessitated a re-survey and a 
corresponding change in the percentage of the total royalty payable on the production of such a 
boundary well to each of the several royalty owners. This would have been most undesirable. 
Accordin'gly, the Oil Mining (High Water Mark) Ordinance No. 45 of 1952 effective on and from 
26th June, 1952, was enacted. 

71. This ordinance requires that before any well is drilled within 500 feet of high water mark a 
survey shall be made of the then existing high water mark for a distance of at least 500 feet on each 
side of the point on such high water which is nearest to the site of the proPdsed well, The ordinance 
then provides that after such high water mark has been determined by survey no alteration from 
time to time by erosion, accretion or otherwise of the actual high water mark sIiall alter or affect the 
rights of the oil operator who drilled the well or the rights of any person to royalty on its production. 

72. In February a marine licence over the northern half of the Gulf of Paria comprising 346,000 
acres of high seas and 37,000 acres of territorial waters was issued to Dominion Oil Limited at 
Canada. 

73. At the end of the year Marine licences had been granted over the territorial waters of 
Trinidad from the south side of Port-of-Spain harbour around the entire east, south and west coasts 
up to the northern end of Matura Bay. Only a small area of 6,600 acres underlying water in exces; 
of 20 fathoms in depth south of Cedros remained unleased. Licences have also been granted over all 
the submarine areaSi of the Gulf of Paria outside the territorial wateB, except for some small 
reserved areas. Suitable structures visible for many miles at sea have been erected over 
the Trignometric Survey Stations at Greenhill, La Fabiana, Monte Blanco and Point Rojas. These 
together with three others shortly to be erected on the Venezuelan coast will enable any marine drill­
ing installation to be accurately and easily located. 

74. Antilles Petroleum Company (Trinidad) Limited successfully completed a number of wells 
from shore lin'e locations deviated for some distance under the sea. At the end of the year more than 
half of this company's total production was being produced by means of these deviated wells from 
its marine licenced area. 
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The map at Appendix I shows the marine licences granted and other data relevant to the marine 
areas. A summary of the leasing situation as at 31st December, 1952 is as follows:-

A.-Leases Registef"ed : 

Mining Leases Locality 

Principal Mining Leases a'; 
at 31st December, 1951 87 

Principal SublIlarine Licences 
as at. 31st December, 1951 2 

Principal Mining Leases 
issued during 1952 :-

Apex Reg. No. 5637/52 IAmn. Re,eeve (S.n Rarool) ." 

Soldado and Los Gallos Rock., T.N.A. do. 6331/52 
(Cedros) 

T.P.D. do. 6764/52 Moruga 

6765/52 Pointe-a-Pierre 
1 

U.B.O.T. do. 3!H2/52 ICOC.I 
4037/1')2 La Brea 

6763/52 3 ICocal, Charl1ma and Ortoire 
--I 

fi6 I 
! 

Principal Submarine Licence 1 

'I 

issued during 1952 :- 1 

i 
Dominion Reg. No. i 

4056/52 Gulf of Paritl. 

97 

Principal Mining Leases 
surrendered during 1952 

T.N.A. Reg. No. 4141/52 ,TUl'ure 

V.B.O.T. do. 6750/52 Brea and Erin 
(Part Surrender) 

96 

Supplemental Mining Leases 
issued during 19:')2 
K.'l~.O. Reg. No. 7033jfd 

7034/52* 2 
U.B.O.T. do. 3810/52* 

4016/1;2 
4042/52 
4043/52* 
7491/52* 5 

Explorat.ion Licences 

Area held Ht 31st Decemher 
1951 

Area leased during 195:? 

Areas approved for convorsion 
to Mining Leases : 

T.P.D. Reg. No. 2236/iJO 

7 

I 
IGuapo 
iLtt BI't:'R 

il::iipal'ia 
La Brea 
ILa Br('a 
ILa Brea 
ILa Brea 

Areas relit;ql1ished during 1052: I . 
U.R .o.r. ... ... Narlva 

[iJxploration Licences in force: 
T.N.A. Reg. No. 8867/51 I 

Locality 

... 

CROWN OIL RWHTs--AcREAQE 

Private Surface Crown Surface 

A. R. P. A. R. P. 

74,765 2 02! 161,546 2 36 

18,304 0 00 

207 3 04 

3 33 

13 37 205 01 

147 3 3U 

928 3 39 

80 3 LO 84:, 2 27 

11 0 32 330 11 

75,028 0 lOt 182,370 2 31 

383,000 0 00 

75,028 0 lUt 565,370 2 31 

500 0 00 

2,708 15 

75,028 0 19t ! 562,162 16 

0 3 08 15 0 18 

V,6 3 19 14 2 08 
4 3 12 

75.185 3 3 14 

ACREAGE 

Surface Rights Surface. Rights 
vested in Crown vested in Crown 

A. R. P. A. R. P. 

30.132 2 06 

30,132 2 06 

5.664 o 00 i5.664 0 00 

24,468 2 06 

23,620 o 00 23,629 n 00 

839 2 06 

*Supplemental Leases over Reserved Areas without right of surface entry. 

~ . 

'I 
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B.-Leases granted but not yet registered :-

(i) Principal Leases : 

CROWN OIL RIGHTS-ACREAGE 

Company Locality 
Pl'jvate Surfa.ce Crown Surface 

",iMayS'O 
A. R. P. A. R. 1'. 

Antilles a 8,400 0 .00 
rCoca~ 1,240 0 (-10 
'OrW1I'e 9,144 0 0.0 

Apex 4 ... Tamana, Churuma, &c. 8,744 2 02 
TuI'ure 778 2 18 1,980 :2 35 
Turure, Manzanilltl, &c. 

"'I 
187. 0 07 

La Erea and Erin ... 302 2 36 

Dominion ... NtH'iva '''1 4:0,006 () 00 

T.N.A. 3 . .. Nariva 7,60:l 0 00 
!eent.ra1 Range 6,704 0 00 
!Centml Runge 12,277 0 221 I 268 0 22 
I I I 

T.L.L. 7 ... IN aparima ... '" 308 0 00 20 0 00 
.Savana Grande, 8ipal'ia and 
I Moruga ... '" 

'''1 
290 0 00 1,587 0 00 

~oru~a... ... ... 16 0 33 
I::)lparw.... . .. . .... , 79 1 32 

I Morug. .., 2,360 .0 00 
Savana Grando 159 0 01 
La Brea ... 4: 3 311 

T.P.D. i . .. Moruga ... 274 0 00 
I Moruga ... 1,688 3 35 292 .:J 20 
Savana Grande 999 0 20 220 2 39 
Jt]rin ... 157 0 19 
ICentru1 Range 5,664 '0 00 
!Pointe-a-Pierre 61 2 01 
iErin (Palo Seco Beach Camp) ... 77 2 35 

D.RO.T. 4 ... Cocal, Charuma and Ol'toire 118 2 36 2,32:l 1 04 
Ortoire 2.791 0 00 
Ortoire 45,901 0 00 
Nariva 6,122 0 00 

----- -.-----~.....,~----

16,941 2 141- 152,210 .2 

(ii) Supplemental Leases : 

CROWN Ou. RIGHTS-ACREAGE 

Company Locality 
Private Surface Crown Surface 

A. R. P. A. R. 
T.P.D. 4 ... Central Range Reserve 4!J 0 31 

Siparia 11 3 34 31 3 
Erin 57 3 17 10 0 
Pointe-a-Pierl'e and Moruga 126 1 20 52 3 

D.II.0.T. 6 ... Ortoire 24: 2 
Ortoire, Charuma and Cocal 3,223 3 26 
ISiParia 33 2 
Cocal 8 09 
Ortoire 875 34 
iOrtoire 370 05 
i -

4,723 16 153 0 

C.--·Submarine Licences granted but not registered up to 31st December, 1952. 

CROWN OlI, RIGHTS-ACREAGE 

Company 

Dominion Oil Ltd. 
Reg. No. 500/53 

'l'.N.A. Reg. No. 1038/i,,3 
T.P.D. 

1 
1 

Loeality 
Private Surface 

A. R. 
Coast ... 

of Paria 
of Paria South coast 

Total acreage of areas granted but not yet registered up to 31st December, 1952 

P. 

Crown Surface 

A. 
131.00.0 

23l,157 
225,!OO 

587,257 

A. 

761,285 

R. 

0 

0 
0 

0 

R. 

3 

38 

P. 

35 
03 
09 

36 

:'::8 

:H 

P. 
00 

00 
90: 

00 

P. 

191 
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D.-Private Oil Rights. 
Oil Company returns showed that 119,202 acres of private oil rights were under lease at the 

end of the year as compared to 1 13,845 acres at 31 st Decem ber, I 95l. 

The total area of land held under oil mining lease under heads AJ Band D is 529,309 acres or 
about 4 pe,r cent. of the total area of Trinidad. 

THE ASPHALT INDUSTRY 

75. The following tables show the quantity of natural asphalt extracted from the Pitch Lake 
and the quantity of derived products expdrted: 

Extracted by Works and Hydraulics Department 
Extracted by Company 

195'2 
Tons 
48,304 

122,291 

1951 
Tons 
38,413 

116,292 

Exported 

Crude Asphalt 
Dried Asphalt 
Asphalt Cement 

STAFF 

170,595 

52,485 
75,779 

128,264 

154,705 

38 
45,557 
39,473 

85,068 

76. The staff of the Department during the year was as follows:-

Port-of-Spain Office 
W. N. FOSTER 

I. S. RUTHERFORD 

A. G. A· SUTTON ... 

G. M. COOLMAN 

C. NILES 

H. O. ROBERTS 

W. M. SAMLALSINGH 

E. G. HART 

P. B. RAMROOP 

L. MOHA;\IID 

E. A. MAULE 

R. HUGGINS 

San Fernando Office 

J. BURSLEM 

J. D· BACK 

Y. ALI ... 
R. E. ALEXANDER 

L. HARNANAN 

C. E. GIRDHARIE ... 

R. AWONG 

H. ALI ... 

Petroleum T ecbno1o'gist 
Assistant Petroleum Technologist 
Geologist-Left 29th April, 1952 
Chief Draughtsman 
Principal Officer-Left 14th February, 1952 
Senior Clerk-Appointed Principal Officer 

15th February, 1952 
1 st Class Clerk-Appointed Senior Clerk 

15th February, 1952 
1 st Class Clerk-Appointed 1 st May, 1952 
2nd Class Clerk 
Acting 2nd Class Clerk-Left lst November, 1952-

Appointed to Customs Department 
Stenographer 
Messenger, Grade II. 

2nd Assistant Petroleum Technologist 
J nspecting Officer 
Draughtsman 
2nd Class Clerk 

Acting 2nd Class Clerk-vice H. A. Ramsankar who 
left 23rd February, 1952 

2nd Class Clerk-Appointed 2nd January, 1952 v£ce 
L. Harnanan--Left on secondment to Audit 
Department J 1 th December, 1952 

Acting 2nd Class Clerk-vice C. E. Girdharie­
Appointed to act on 12th December, 1952 

Messenger, Grade II. 

I have much pleasure in recording the very able and willing assistance I have received from 
the members of the staff. 

W. N. FOSTER 
Petroleum T echnologt'st 



Item 

PRODUCTION 
1 Crude Oil 
2 Natural GasolinE:' ... ... ... 
3 TOTAL CRCDE OIL AND NATURAL GASOLINE 
4 }i'rom Crown Oil Rights ... 
5 }i'rom Private Oil Rights 

6 TOTAL IMPORTS ... 
7 Imports of Refined Products 
~ Imports of Crude Oil for Refining... ... 
9 Imports of Other Oils for Refining and Blending 

10 TOT A.L EXPOR'fS .. . 
11 Exports of Crude Oil .. . 
12 Exports of Refined Products 

13 Refinery throughput (CruM Oil and Natural Gas) 

14 No. of Wells Started 

15 TOTAL XmlBER OF DRILLING WELLS COMPLETED ... . .. 
16 Number of Dri!ling Wells completed as oil wells ... . .. 
17 Number of Drilling Wells abandoned while drilling (Dry hole;;, &c.) 
11:\ TOTAL FOOTAGE DRILLED (AL~L~: W::fEs_LLS) ... ... ... 
HI Footage drilled on Crown Oil Ri ts ... ... . .. 
20 Footage drilled on Private Oil ........ . 

21 Average depth of Completed Drilling Wells (Item 15) 

22 TOTAL :NUMBER OF WELLS PRODUCING (average during year) 
23 Number of Wells producing by flowing (average during year) ... 
24 Number of Wells producing by Artifidal Lift (Average during year) 

25 AVERAGE DAILY PRODGCTION DURING YEAR PER PRODUCING WELL 

26 Average daily production dUring year per flowing well 
27 Average daily produ('tioll dUring year per artiflciallift well 

28 TOTAL VALUE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS ... 
2n TOTAL V.HUE OF PETROLIiUM AND ITS PRODUCTS ... 
30 TOTAL VALUE OF ASPHALT AND ITS PRODUCTS 

31 TOTAL NATURAL GAS PRODUCED ... 

32 Used as Fuel .. . 
33 Replaced in Formation ... . .. 
34 LosI:;es, Not eollected, \rente(l, &c. 

'fAilLE I-ANNUAL RTATISTlUS (W PIWP(TUl'ION, l)RILLHW, EXPORTS AND hlPORTS 

••• 1 

... j 

Unit. 

I,OOO's bhls. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

1,000's bbls. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

1,000's bbls. I 
do. .1 
do. .! 

i i 
': 1,000'8 bbls. : 

i 

.1 

I 

Ai! stated 

As Statpd 
do. 
do. 

Feet 
do. 
tIo. 

Feet 

"'i As stated 
'''1 do. 

•• 

do. 

ilarreb i 
Barr!'l" 

tIo. 

000 :iii 
do. 
do. 

I 

~Iillions of I 
Cu. ft. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

21,258 
204 

21,462 
16,il:l2 

4,6;-;0 

17,1l2/."i 
32 

16,722 
2i4 

3ol,77d 
1,844 

32,934 

36,04-1 

11'l7 

1il2 
177 

5 
736,535 
578,031 
158,504 

4,286 

2,407 
504 

1,813 

24.1 

47.3 
16.6 

223,331 
175,490 

5,081 

31,503 

16,F!70 
2,786 

11,847 

I 

i 

i + 
I 

i 

+ -, 
+ 

5.5 
40.0 

1.2 
3.9 
1.5 

2.5 

29.9 

30.0 
35.1 
44,4 
10.t; 
10.8 
10.7 

4.4 

5.6 
1.7 
D.9 

4.0 

2.1) 
2.4 

7.6 
8A 

4n.9 

0.7 

1.5 
7.6 
5A 

! 
I 

i 

! 

1051 

15,855 
456 

34,H511 
1,911:l 

32,441 

35,160 

144 

140 
131 

9 
664,887 
521,751 
14-3,136 

4,481 

2,280 
584 

1,69{) 

25.1 

41l.5 
17.0 

207,584 
161,859 

3,mm 

31,725 

16,oW 
2,f>90 

12,519 

I 
! 

I 
! 

I 

i 

l 

i 

1950 

11,214 
21 

211.150 
2194-

26;956 

29,813 

149 

144 
136 

Ii 
650,565 
524,374 
135,191 

4,436 

2,197 
594 

1,603 

25.7 

50.2 
16.6 

167,562 
129,183 

2,669 

:j2,312 

16,771 
2,674 

12,867 

I 

I 

HW) 

11333 
'3:W 

21),617 

: 
8,840 

20 

2o,5f>2 
1,706 

24,846 

i 
5,896 

23,002 
Ben 

22,211 

I 

! 

i 27,074 I 25,281 , 

1946 

2,893 

20,HH7 
21)3 

20,424 

22,7]3 

I 

1945 

21,000 
11'12 

2,119 
1:l66 

:W,723 

20,723 

23,170 

1944 

21,5-t3 
IH5 

21,728 
17,430 
4,29~ 

3,ISH 
~40 

1,082 
1,266 

Hj.7~1 

In,71'l1 

22,49R 

!~----1-4-6----'i------1-4-5----i~----1-6-'2----i------1-2-4----:------1-1-0---'-------1-0-5·---

I 

144 
130 

14-
630,209 
451,624 
178,585 

4,065 

2,089 
616 

1,473 

27.0 

51.9 
16.6 

131,790 
99,166 

3,011 

32,287 

17,270 
2,387 

12,630 

! 

I 

I 

141 
134 

I 

1l31l,681 
489,987 
148,694 

4,259 

2,015 
62\) 

1,384 

27.3 

50.7 
16.7 

127,105 
96,287 

2,946 

30,697 

16,430 
1,241 

13,026 

I 

157 
141 

HI 
6H,689 
446,798 
107,801 

4,155 

1,876 
625 

1,251 

30.0 

54.2 
17.8 

1l2,262 
63,050 

1,773 

29,618 

14,371 
902 

]4,345 

, 

I 

i 

! 
! 

JOb 
104 

4 
533,20H 
406,017 
127,19~ 

4,772 

1,820 
615 

1,205 

30,4 

[,5.0 
17.9 

57,f>72 
43,046 

1,739 

27.169 

14,190 
807 

12,112 

I 

i 

! 
I 

I 

I 

100 
95 

5 
453,872 
345,071 
108,801 

4,586 

1,73!) 
634 

1,101 

33.3 

59.5 
18.2 

54,815 
H,085 

477 

27,503 

13,>:l82 
U6 

13.525 

I 

I 

I 

i 
. 

I 

i 

100 
!)(l 

4, 
456,957 
352,9HH 
103,96~) 

4,535 

36.1 

63.9 
18.3 

49,27:~ 
39,l:l1l 

859 

2B,4U6 

12,63H 
191 

15,666 



TABLE II~MoNTHLY ANALYSIS OF DRILLING WELLS FOR THE YEAR 1952 

DRTLLTNG 'VELLS COMPLETED 

Avt~rage No. of No. of No. of Completed as Abandoned while MONTHLY FOOTAGE DRILLED 

No. of New Old Oil OU Wells Average 
MONTH Rigs 'Vens Wells Wells Dry holes Technical causes Footage drilled 

Running Started Recom. per day 
plat,ad Aggregate Aggregate 

Depth in Depth in Total 
Feet Feet 

--~------ --

,JANUARY ~7 17 3 :W 16 87,064 41,465 13.900 55,365 1,786 

FEBRUARY :!9 14 [) U 19 88.771 43,193 16.471 5H,6tit :!,Oii7 

MARCH ':1.7 15 5 16 10 44.380 2 6,:30-1, 52,014 17 ,H6~ 69,~J76 :.!,257 

APR[L ~6 II 6 8 :.!8,128 35.723 11.239 46,962 1,565 

MAY :!7 l:l 10 Hi 78,840 8.114 40,763 12.581 53,344 1.721 I-' 
00 

JCNE 26 Ii) 11 l:J 51,267 10,:l34 44,608 1L8i7 56,485 1,883 

JULY 28 14 16 Hi 67,070 46.318 12,074 58,392 1.884-

AUGU8T 28 19 3 9 13 62,237 51.6i)i 7,367 59.024 1.904 

SEPTEMBER 30 15 8 1.5 58,388 52,554 17.341 69.895 2,330 

OCTOBER 29 17 :l 18 67,7H3 61.035 14,221 75,2.56 2.428 

NOVEMBER 28 21 16 58,945 6,6.35 66.084 2.203 

DECEMBER 27 16 2 15 58.719 16,H16 66,088 2,132 

Avg. Avg. 
TOTALS AND AVERA.GElS 28 187 25 13i 177 7~jl,602 4 1,")8,504 736,;335 2,012 

---- ---"---_._-----
~.~~--.----.-----

Average d@pth of Drilling 'Yells Completed = 4,286 feet. 
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TABLE IV 

PRODUCTIOK AND DISPOSAL OJ!' NATUHAL GAS 

(All Ft:gures in tholtsands of cubic feet) 

• GAS PRODUCTION GAS DISPOSAL (M.C. Ft,.) 
(M.C.Ft.) 

1952 
I 

Inter I 
Company Replaced i Losses and 

Gas Sales and Used as in unaccount.ed Not· Vented a~ 
Produetion Interfield Fuol I formation for collected surplus 

Transfers I 

January 2,671,340 902,435 1,403.328 244,906 112.359 428,106 482,641 

February 2,587,693 870,034 1,294,094- 209,686 170.976 337,603 575,334 

:March 2,658,943 927,353 1,440,963 225,956 145,939 421,603 424.482 

April 2,558,830 920,123 1,398,854 222,394 127,4-54 406,224 403,904 

)'I8.y .. 2,604.680 935,278 1,4-40,533 239,911 111.788 394,818 417,630 

,rUlIC ... 2,566,831 954,032 1,361.707 249,606 130,679 458.208 366,i)41 

J-u\y .. 2,701,lH8 1,050,638 1,458,501 233,179 173.602 425,438 410,478 
, 

AugURt .,. 2,727,842 1,018,880 1,461,94-H 246,786 185,715 436,885 396,507 

September .. 2,608,557 967,663 1,443,500 233,494- 157,896 455,462 318,20.) 

Oct.ober 2,581,606 878,902 1,369,602 239,648 176.{>93 442,862 352,1101 

November .. 2,556,088 911,94-1 1,368,276 223,74-7 176.759 491,867 :W5,4-3H 

December 2,679,225 950,76;') 1,429,048 216,220 98,135 441,433 494.38H 

TOTALS 31,502,833 11,288,044 I 16,870,355 2.785.623 L 767,895 G,140,509 4-,H38,451 

Percentage of 

I i Total .. 100 53.6 8.8 5.6 16.3 15.7 

.""---.".------~-------- ".------~ 

TABLE IYA 

PRODUCTION AND DISPOSAL OF NATURAL GAS 

(All Figures in thousands of cubic feet) 

~--.- ~-'---------'--

GAS PRODUCTION GAS DISPOSAL (M.e. Ft.) 
(M.C. Ft.) 

1951 Inter 
Company Replaced LOSSOH 0.11(1 

Gas Sales and Used as in unaccounted Not Vented as 
Production Iuterfield Fuel formation for collected surplus 

Transfers I 

January ., 2,758,872 947,IH2 1,440,718 218,626 213,648 413,886 . 471,U94 

February 2,351,727 802,472 1,242,089 175,17B 147,988 384,058 402,413 

March 2,565,123 H26,539 1,329,306 226,078 183,897 396,264 428,678 

April 2,575,854 955,538 1,411,642 200.482 170,621 388,463 4-04,646 

May 2,776,967 959,831 1,382,354 204,258 161,19.5 484,976 544,184 

June .. 2,668,114 923,991 1,337,888 205,889 184,878 459,4-73 479,986 

July 2,711,960 !J63,214 1,382,686 231,520 189,952 504,447 403,355 

August 2,665,597 H05,8ii) 1,405,393 206,371 16fl,557 439,638 444,638 

September .. 2,607,606 888,167 1,381,472 206,407 165,141 353,841 .)00,745 

October .. ' 2.718,328 1)49,155 1,420, U)! 221,318 134,845 424,462 517,552 

November 2,603,103 942,97!) 1,408,306 231.24-2 119,906 395,310 448,249 

December .. 2,721,504 981,559 1,474,369 261,375 152.050 415,373 418,337 

TOTALS 31,724,755 11,146,512 16,616,464 2,589,645 1,993,678 5,060,191 5,464,777 

Percentage of 

I 

Total 100 52.4 8.1 6.3 16.0 17.2 

--, 



TABLE V 

RETURN OF PRODUCTION, STOCKS AND DISPOSAL OF PETROLEU~[ DeRING THE YEAR ENDED 1952 

I Crude and 
Process 

Oils 

1. OPENING STOCKS ... ... ... .. , 1,511,076 

2. CRUDE OIL PRODUCTION INCLUDING CASING HEAD 
PETROLEUM SPIRIT ... ... . , . ... 21,461,683 

3. IMPORTS: Venezuela ... . .. ... ... 15,627,048 

Colombia ... ... ... ... 1,128,016 

Other Countries ... . .. ... 240,081 

TOTAL IMPORTS ... . .. ... 16,995,145 

4. RUNS TO ~TILLS ... ... . .. ... ... 36,041,044 

5. PRODUCTS OBTAINED ... ... . .. ... 
6. CONSUl\fPTION; Trinidad and Tobago ... , .. 29,808 

Bunkers ... ... . .. ... -

Refinery Fuel , .. ... . .. 

TOTAL CONSUMPTION ... ... 29,808 

7. SHIPMENTS: Sterling Areas ... ... ... -

North America ... . .. ... 1,843,995 

Other American Countries ... ... -

Western Hemisphere ... . .. 

O.E.E.C. Countries ... ... 
Rest of the World ... ... '" 

TOTAL SmPMENTS ... ... 1,843,995 

8. CLOSING STOCKS ON 31ST DECEMBER, 1952 ... ... 1,887,239 

9. BALANCE NOT SPECIFICALLY ACCOUNTED FOR ... 165,818 

., Includes 2,454 Barrels of Lubricating Oil re-oxported. 

t Re-exported as Bunkers. 

AVIATION SPIRIT 

100 Other 
Octane Grades 

46,071 124,010 

-
-

-

1"'/ -

-

442,971 1,242,463 

- 44 

47,025 52,677 

47,025 52,721 

258,534 147,098 

- -

7,996 931,997 

114,4,12 119,333 

18,973 

- -

399,915 1,198,428 

4g.J.02 115,324 : 
: 

-
j 

(All figures in Barrels) 

I 
Gas and 

Motor White Burning Vapour- Diesel Fuel Oils 
Spirit Spirit Oil ising Oil Oils (All Grades) 

429,020 1,968 84,248 314,106 503,160 1,1l0,044 

- - - -

- - ,790t 

! - -

- - - -

- I - ,338t ,790t 

- I -

5,531,962 16,584,217 

520,463 
I 

I 10~Lf\1 

9,614 --

530,077 1,408 128,920 31 /) d.d.!'\ O'l7 

2,009,282 189,220 3,485,102 1,097,507 ! 2,294,697 

- - 875,362 

82,553 - 8,598 - 23,163 92,519 

1,906,224 - 355,275 - 666,319 1,606,664 

1,032,556 I, 208,947 214,201 1,088,939 1,648,420 

- - 279,760 960,133 

5,030,615 - 762,040 3,699,303 3,155,688 7,477,795 

400,290 1,000 70,200 I 259,983 496,852 1.255,319 

- I - -
I 

- -

-

Liqui-
ILub Oil Ot.her fied Feed and 

and Bitu- finished Petro- Blending 
Grease men products leum Stocks for 

Gas Transfer 

12,894 46,122 99 326,572 

- - -

-
- - -

31,524 -

31,524 - -

-
~ 

2,370 618,780 1\ 231,553 

24,030 3,459 10,973 

- -

24,030 3,459 272,053 1,848 10,973 

12* 182,618 5,403 

- - 164,152 

- 6,551 2.792 -

- 48,141 -

68 82,687 40,669 - 7,077 

30,668 -
3,480 616,140 226,079 176,632 

19,278 45,303 43,835 74 370,520 

- - - - -



TABLE VI 

STATEMENT SHOWING CONTRIBUTIONS TO REVENUE OF THE COLONY BY THE OIL INDUSTRY 
,- -----~ .. -

% difference 

I i 
i 

I 

1952 1952/51 1951 1950 1949 1948 1947 1946 1945 1944 I 1943 
! 

I 

709.372 1 

I 

I 

1. Customs ... ... . .. . .. 1,204,736 + 72.8 I 697,095 974,118 1,238,426 778,276 650,525 370,193 636,035 578,030 
Excise Duty on Petroleum Spirit ... . .. 132,817 + 47.1 90,291 115,637 36,910 - -

2. Land and Building Taxes ... '" ... 113,301 + 12.7 I 100,526 101,203 84,754 145,874 150,919 167,062 120,484 130,733 121.974 
Vehicles, Licences and Registration ... . .. 107,868 + 18.7 90,885 107,647 69,371 

I 
- -

3. Taxes on Income ... '" ... '" 17,091,094 + 24.6 13,715,292 8,704,846 13,292,777 7,441,508 3,552,074 2,730,744 3,076,581 2,666,052 2,918,920 
4. Reimbursements-PetrolellID Office ... ... 27,750 - 8.4 30,287 32,151 24,6ll 30,071 23,884 16,808 21,839 19.176 16,621 
5. Earnings of Government Departments ... 17,784 + 64.6 10,804 10,504 5,045 1,934 2,079 1,319 555 i 760 491 
6. Miscellaneous ... ... ... .. . 42.365 + 50.4 28,177 31,917 64,386 5,204 13.190 7,658 10,351 ! 15,472 35,129 
7. Royalty on Oil ... ... ... .. . 6,592,399 1.3 6,508,520 5,823,226 3,596,251 4,030,076 1,976,989 1,287,917 1,428,160 1,351,531 1,498,307 

Royalty on Gas ... '" ... .. . 85,031 - 14.3 99,189 81,233 74,217 - -

8. :Forests-Sale of Timber, &c. ... ... ... .. 61,701 + 44.9 42,594 68,899 38,715 43,693 37,924 22,667 23,849 19,569 16,490 
Exploration Licences ... ... ... ... .. 14,192 321.6 3,366 9,797 3,864 15,222 13,956 21,031 10,757 16,060 15,509 

9. Emergency Tax ... ... . .. .. . " - - - -
I 

- - - 414,348 

! 

SUB-TOTALS ... ... ... .. . . 25,491,038 + 19.0 21,417,026 16,061,178 18,529,327 12,491,858 6,421,540 4,625,399 
! 

5,328,611 4,928,725 5,6I5,8EI 

2.8i 10. Harbour dues on Crude Oil and Products ... . 753,598 + 732,802 587,516 585.901 557,040 367,345 226.055 190,480 169,513 -

! 
SUB·ToTALS ... ... ... .. . 26,244,636 18.5 I 22,149,828 16,648,694 19,115,228 13,048,898 6,788,885 4,851,454 5,519,091 5,098,238 5,615,819 

II. Fees and Payments for Specific Services ... 29,609 
i 

31.0 22,600 26,146 12,308 9,294 16,261 1l,060 10,331 8,009 10,783 
12. Post Office ... ... ... .. . 50,154 + 16.3 43,140 30,529 34,656 25,061 28,066 25,405 19,424 19,166 23,520 
13. Rent of Government Property ... ... 10,732 + 12.7 9,523 5,588 ll,151 4,174 5,662 49,999 2,509 1,079 1,489 
14. Government Railway and Telegraph ... . .. 165,312 8.8 151,930 137,501 ll5.539 101,209 llO,571 107.499 77,260 62,734 80,080 
15. Wharves and Harbours (Rentals and other services) 74,499 + 101.2 I 37,029 27,182 *26,350 39,027 127,194 47,767 50,533 I 28,259 34,499 

16. GRAND TOTAL ... .. , ... ... 26,574,942 + 18.6 22,414,050 16,875,640 19,315,232 13,227,663 7,076,639 5,093, 184 1 
5,679,148 5,217,485 5,766,190 

! 

I 

17. Total Revenue of the Colony under the above fifteen 
Heads ... ... ... . .. 73,013,672 + 12.0 65,215,814 56,038,019 58,391,567 49,593,90.2 42,075,147 47,776,085 34,900,299 29,158,819 33,373,031 

18. Percentage of the Total Revenue of Colony contributed by 
36.4 2.0 34.4 30.1 33.1 26.6 the Oil Industry ... . .. . .. + 16.8 tl0.7 16.3 17.9 17.g 

19. Excise collected on Petroleum products (including duty 
1,560,225 I, I shown under I above) ... ... ... + 7.3 1,454,567 1,367,860 2,~94,109 2,381.909 2,135,938 1,762,496 1,491,779 1,255,876 1,212,306 

I 
i 

* Corrected figure from 1949 Report. 

t Note-Drop in percentage of total revenue contributed by Oil Industry in 1946 was due to total revenU0 of Colony being increased by re-payment hy His Majesty's Treasury a loan of $9,200,000. 



TABLE VII 

STATEMENT SHOWING THE AMOUNT OF MONEY DISBURSED IN THE COLONY (OTHER THAN CONTRIBUTION TO REVENUE) BY THE OIL lND{jS~RY 

! I 

% difference 

i 

1952 1952/1951 1951 1950 1949 Hl48 1947 1946 1945 1944 1943 
I 

I. Payments to Employees * ... ... ... .. 24,743,598 + 18.3 .. 20,918,670 18,839,945 17,081,804 16,201,000 14,701,680 13,896,842 12,781,464 12,401,298 11,695,979 

2. Payment.s to Contractors * ... ... . .. 7,604,548 + 1.0 i 
! 

7,527,758 6,125,164 4,488,089 3,543,432 2,855,917 2,369,675 2,410,418 2,871,227 2,969,415 

i 

a. Local Purchases of materiah; ... ... . .. 5,662,1l4 + 17.0 4,837,764 3,946,06.5 4,336,776 3,929,831 4,005,478 3,494,215 3,813,021 3,955,870 3,095,691 

4. Other local expenditure (Rents, Private Royalties, &c.) ,. 13,095,125 + 26.4 10,361,590 8,456,079 7,080,430 3,817,212 3,181,947 2,619,541 2,609,726 2,273,991 2,316,201 

5. Sub-total ... ... . .. . .. 51,105,385 + 17.1 43,645,782 37,367,253 32,987,099 27,491,475 24,745,022 22,380,273 i 21,614,629 21,502,386 20,077 286 

OVERSEAS PURCHASES OF MATERIALS, C.I.F. 
DOLLARS TRINIDAD CURRENCY 

6 · Importation from the United Kingdom ... ... 22,888,622 + 33.0 17,208,625 14,690,802 14,161,158 8,515,146 6,822,090 4,425,954 1,438,971 1,019,965 1,303,615 

7 · Importation from : 

Canada ... ... ... . .. .. 927,095 - 1.9 944,464 724,216 516,130 ." 

United States of America ... . .. .. 6,217,177 5,469,200 7.766,696 > 5,690,016 4,758,800 2,322,331 5,136,245 5,085,790 3,679,393 

Other Sources ... ... . .. ... 947,512 1,012,427 
/ I' 

Sub-tott'tl n. ". 21,831,730 23,456,411 14,205,162 11,580,890 6,748,285 6,575,216 6,105,755 4,983,008 ... ... ... ... ,H,"I:OO" 

, 

9 · Total (Items 5 and 8 of t.his Table and Item 16 of 
Table VI) ... ... ... . .. 109,146,198 + 23.5 88.387,779 76,074,623 75,758,742 54,924,300 43,402,551 34,221,742 33,868,993 32,825,626 30,826,484 

* These amounts include hidden contributions to the direct revenue of the Colony in the form of Customs Duties, Income Tax, Licences, &c. 



TABLE VIII 

LIST OF OIL COMPANIES IN TRINIDAD SHOWING THE AREAS HELD UNDER MlNING LEASE AND EXPLORATION LICENCE 

i 
LANDS HELD 

UNDER EXPLORA-
TION LICENCE ON On:, RIGHTS HELD UNDER REGISTERED MINING LEASE ON 31ST DECElIIBER, 1952 
31ST DEC., 1952 

ITEM COMPANIES 
Crown Surface Crown Surface Private Surface Private Surface Territorial High Seas Area."l Total 

Crown OilriuhtR Crown 111 ....... h1' ... Crown OilrH1'h1' ... Private r IMU'h1',~ Waters 

! R. 
I 

8·1 I I 
A. P. A. R'I P. A. R. P. A. I R. P. A. P. A. R. P. A. R. P. 

: I 

IANTILLES PETROLEUM CO. (TRINIDAD) LTD. 
i C 

1 ... ... - - - 254 1 36 5,900 2 j 38 12,361 1 21 12,544 0 00 - 31,0611 2 15 

2 I APE (TRINIDAD) On,FIELDS, LTD .... - -
. 

- 9,401 3 10 18,783 3 03 3,173 2 27 - - 31,359 1 00 ... ... . .. 
j 

3 OIL LIMITED - 1- - - - - - - - 37,000 0 00 346,000 0 1 00 ,000 0 00 ... ... ... . .. . .. 

4 !(1m,nTNa PETROLEUM COMPANY ... ... ... . .. . - - - ! 18 0 12 - 18 0 12 

5 iKERN TRINIDAD OILFIELDS, LTD. ... ... ... . .. . - - - 346 1 30 610 3 23 13,458 2 23 5,760 0 00 - 20,175 3 36 

6 iN .\"f'TON A T. MINING CORPORATION, LTD. ... ... . .. - - - 10,139 0 10 1,608 3 02 2,760 3 06 - - 14,508 2 18 

7 Ii? l:tJ!iM.lJ!il:t CONSOLIDATED OILFIELDS, LTD. 500 0 00 1,026 2 11 3,601 I 25 36 .. , ... ... - - - - - - -

8 ROODAL ... - - - - - 9 2 12 - - - 12 ... ... ... . .. ... 

9 SIPARIA (TRINIDAD) OILFIELDS, LTD. ... ... .. . .. - - - 2,008 3 00 10,976 3 28 79 2 17 - - 05 

10 rn. ~n CENTRAL OILFIELDS, LTD. - 6,996 2 31 35 2 00 - - 31 ... ... . .. - - -

11 Irn...T~~~ ~n INVESTMENTS, LTD. ... ... ... - 1_ - - - ! 
3,275 I i 00 - I - I 3,275 I 1 00 . .. 

12 I,..,. ~ n LEASEHOLDS LIMITED - - -:1 91,035 1 14 15,780 0 05 13,305 3 30 - - - 120,121 I 09 ... ." ... ... 
*8,826 I 03 *8.826 1 03 

13 '"1 ~ NORTHERN AREAS, I~TD .... ... '" ... 839 2 06 I 3 33 13,490 I 06 - - - - 14.331 3 05 

14: !TRrNTn A n PETROLEUl\[ DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LIMITED ... - - - 22,041 0 l4 104 31,595 00 - i 61,498 1 18 

15 iUNITED BRITISH OILFIELDS OF TRINIDAD, LIMITED '" ... .. - -- - 18,167 0 36 o I OO! 12,686 18 -

I 
43,481 0 14! 

*532 !28 *532 2 28 

2[ 06 ' 160,892 i 141 

i ! 

55,3041' 
! I 

TOTALS ... ... . .. ... ... . .. , . 839 3 75,185 3 ~! 119,202 0 16 0 I 00 0 00 757,424 1 021} 
I 

* Held jointly by Trinidad Leaseholds and United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Limited. 



Company 

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields Limi.ted 

Trinidad Leaseholds Limited 

Trinidad Petroleum De.-elopment 
Company Limited 

TABLE IX 

INFOJDIATTON H.EraHDlNG EXPLORATORY \'~ELLS DmLLlXG Or:. COMPLETED DURING 1952 

I Well No. 

I 
'I~~~---

II,' -b d "'IJCyza a 
do. 

I do. 

I 

do. 
do. 
do. 

525 
527 
f)30 
534 
53-7 
539 

8,114 
8,000 
8.366 
7,953 
8,677 
f),687 

Total Depth 
Feet 

(4,967 feet included in HHjl return) 
(6,433 feet included in 1951 rerum) 

I _______ ~---------------------------------------

I 

... \BarraCkPorp, 

Wilson ... 

do. 

I 

I 

I
'coora 

... do. 

I 

do. 
do. 

I 

do. 

Moruga 
do. 

I.\'"CW Grant 

347 

53 

190 
HH 
192 
193 
H)f) 

3 

10,363 (9,883 feet inclllded in 1951 return) 

10,296 (8,563 feet, included in UI51 return) 

H,6U8 

12,347 (8,151 feet included in 1951 return) 

I 

D,478 
U,617 
10,034 
~,550 
5,703 

(9,478 feet included in 1951 return) ... 
(U,617 feet included in 1951 return) ... 

I 13,008 (10,201 feet included in 1951 returll) 
i 1O.2f)6 

1 7,2!J2 

I 

I 
'''1 
.. ·1 

Remarks 

Abandoned. Unproductive 
Producer 
Producer 
Producer 
Drilling in progress. Objective 15,000 feet 
Drilling in progress. Ohjectiw 8,300 feet 

Producer 

Producer. J oint interest with T.C.O. 

Drilling in progress. Incomplete. Joint 
interest with T.C.O . 

"'1' ... 

I 

Map 
Reference 

Appendix H 

F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 

-6 
-6 
-6 
-6 
-6 
-6 

I
----~~-

... H. - 6 

.. ·1 H. 6 

H. - 6 

• • • 1 Abandoned. Reached upper cretaceous 
I 

1. -- 6 

-----~-------------I---

Producer. 
Testing 
Producer 

Well completed at 4,772 feet 

Testing 
Drilling in progress. Objective 10,500 feet 

Testing in higher sands still to be completed 
Drilling in progress. Objective 12,000 feet. 

Completed in January. 1953, at 11,448 feet 
Objective, cretaceous at 12,000 feet. Abandoned 

owing to unfavourable structural conditions 
encountered 

F. 
F. 
F. 

·F. 
F. 

1. 

K. 

1. 

-6 
-6 
-6 

7 
7 

6 

6 

-4 

The United Briti~h Oil~~:~-O~;-l~:da~----~I~:~l----~-----~~- - -;-~~~--I--~U70-;:'663 ~=-::lu~:~in ~~:-:turn) ~.-. ---~II---prOducer---- --.-.. -----~~--~-~~-----~ --O. --- ~ 
Limited ... . .. 1 do. P-180 I 10,334 (:l.881 feet, included in 19f>1 rC'turn) ... Abandoned F. - 6 

: dt.. P-189 !l.310 ... Pl'6dueer G. - .. 

I 

do. P-195 8,407 ... Drilling in progress. Objective 9.200 feet "'1 G. - Ii 
, I I 

ICat's Hill CO-3 I ~,095 ... /1 Testing ...... "'1' K. - 5 
1 do. CO-4 ! 7.879 ... Drilling in progress. Objective ±lO,OOO feeL .J. - 5 

11:I,Balata Ea8t E.l II 4,48.,,) ... 1
1 

Producer in Oligocene H@rrerasandR:Nmeawyl 
field of 1-10 million barrel class 
develop M. - 4 



TABLE X 

SUJOlARY OF OLD TyPE MINING LE.\~ES ('Rr:DE OIL SALES, PRICES AND ANALYSES 
---------

ROYALTY I Sub-Division of (Royalty) Crude iuto Products as per R.L.E. Analyses 
--- _-0- - --- ---

I Half-yearly Assessment Net, 
10% taken in Average I GASOLINE GAS OlLS TOTAL G.\S On.s FUEL On. Periods Production kind and sold Total Sale Sale Price I I 
to Producer Price per Barrel 

I Percentage 53-57D.I. i I Bbls. Bbls. $ 
Quantity 48-52D.I. 43-47D.I. No.2 Fuel Quantity Percentage Quantity Percentage 

$ 

! 
I I 1950 T.L.L. ... 2,300,278 230,027 855,670.07 3.72 28,405 - - 4,774 59,867 64,641 136,981 

luly-December 
U.B.O.T. ... . .. 1,614,531 161,580 545,414.91 3.38 16,225 3,644 

, 22,531 26,175 119,180 -

Apex ... ... 134,915 i 13,492 49,208.12 3.65 1,316 - I -
I 

4,005 4,005 8,171 

TOTALS AND AVERAGES 4,049,724 405,099 1,450,293.10 3.58 45,946 11.3 
i 

3,644 I 27,305 63,872 94,821 23.4 264,332 65.3 
: 

1951 T.L.L. ... 2,256,226 225,623 852,868.69 3.78 27,592 - -
; 4,718 60,491 65,209 132,822 -

lanuary-June 

I 
! 

U.B.O.T. ... 1,545,204 154,642 536,911.69 3.47 15,522 - 4,256 - ; 22,289 26,545 112,575 -

I I : 
I 

Apt'X ... ... 139,876 13,988 51,334.42 3.67 1,302 ; 
- 4,156 4,156 8,530 

i TOTALS AND AVERAGES I 3,941,306 394,253 1,441,114.80 3.66 44,416 ! 11.3 4,256 -
i 27,007 64,647 95,910 24.3 253,927 64.4 

July-December i T.L.L. ... .1 2,314,435 231,442 893,998.66 3.86 28,457 
I 

- - i 4,883 61,818 66,701 136,284 -

I V.B.O.T. ... • * ~ , 1,451,109 145,224 502,084.35 3.46 13,778 - 3,999 - I 21,653 25,652 105,794 -

I I 
I 

! Apex ... ... :. 142,241 14,224 I 53,455.09 3.76 1,326 - - i 4,104 - 4,104 8,' I 

TOTAl,S AND AVERAGES 3,907,785 390,890 I 1,449,538.10 3.71 43,561 11.1 3,999 - I 
4,883 87,575 96,457 250,872 ! 64.2 

i i 

! 1952 T.L.L. ... '; 2,214,357 
i 

221,437 I 855,782.95 3.86 26,486 - - - 5,331 57,903 63,234 - c, -

January-June 
I I V.RO.T. ... 1,319,415 132,045 450,741.22 3.41 14,915 - - 3,488 14,012 126 17,626 - 99,504 -

I 
! I Apex ... . .. " 137,133 13,714 ! 51,951.26 3.79 1,319 - -

1 
- 3,995 3,995 - 8,400 I -

i 
TOTAMi AND AVERAGES 

t 
3,670,905 367,196 I 1,358,475.43 3.70 42,720 11.6 - 3,488 i 19,343 62,024 I 84,855 23.1 239,621 tl5.S 

i 

I 
1 I 

T.L.L. ... 2,240,541 , 224,055 813,962.05 3.u3 27,302 - -
! 

4,993 58,107 
1 

63,100 - ! 

July-Detember 
! I I ! , V.RO.T. ... 1,440,766 144,189 471,189.56 3.27 18,266 - 3,802 19,248 110 ! 23,160 - I 102,763 

I I , 

-! 

I 
I ! ; 

I 
TOT.\LS AND AVERAGES 3,681,306 368,244 I 1,285,] 51.61 3.49 I 45,568 12.4 3,802 24,241 58,217 I 8G,260 : 23.4 236,41t1 64.2 

I ! I J i 
----- -----_.-
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APPE NDIX G 

CUMUL TIVE PRODUCTION & FOOTAGE 

50 0 

fo 3r~ t Dec 1952 
/ 

Cumulative Produciio" ( bbls.) 455, 6811, 646 
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